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I read a quote recently in a min-
istry book that hit home for me.

“Your ministry is designed perfectly
to achieve the results you are cur-
rently getting” – Andy Stanley

While this is certainly true in the
church world, it could also be
applied to just about every area 
of life.

Nevertheless, it amazes me how
often we believe that we can
achieve different results without
changing anything about what we
do. Just because I want to lose ten
pounds doesn’t mean I will, if I
don’t change my diet or exercise.
Just because I want to get better
grades in school doesn’t mean 
I will, if I don’t work harder. Just
because I want to grow deeper
spiritually doesn’t mean I will, if 
I don’t invest more of myself. Just
because we as a church want to
make a bigger impact on our
world with the gospel doesn’t
mean we will, if we don’t push
ourselves beyond what we grown
accustomed to do. 

As we continue through this new 
sermon series, “Acts: The

Ministers, Message, Mission, and
Method of the Church”, we will
see the results the early church
achieved and be amazed. We will
see men and women empowered
by the Holy Spirit to take the
gospel to new places and people.
We’ll see the people unwilling to
compromise their faith even if it
costs them their possessions, their
personal agendas and even their
lives. We’ll see God doing mira-
cles through the apostles, and we’ll
see the church grow exponentially
despite intense persecution. And
hopefully, we’ll be inspired!

Our goal is to not just to see amaz-
ing results, but also an amazing
design from which we can learn
and emulate. If we want to see
results like these we must also be
willing to invest and change. We
must push ourselves farther than
we’ve gone before.

What does this all mean? Is there 
a practical easy to follow formula
we can follow? I wish. The truth
is, the reason why the church in
Acts got the results they did, was
because God moved among them,

and they obeyed. They didn’t hold
back. They didn’t waver. They did-
n’t ask God to fit into their already
overcrowded life according to their
convenience. They allowed God 
to shape their lives. Understand,
these were people just like us, with
families, careers, hobbies, bills,
and maybe even kids in sports.
They were regular people. But
God did amazing things through
them because when push came to
shove, Acts tell us that they were
“devoted” to the life of the church
and faith (Acts 2:42-47).  Does
that describe you? Does it describe
me? Are the results we’re getting
when it comes to our faith all we
hope for? Is there more from God
for us? If we want to achieve dif-
ferent results, better results, we
must not seek to create the result,
that’s God’s job. We must create
the design of our lives so that we
can obey and follow God into his
plan for us. Once we do, we will
see and achieve results like never
before.

Blessings,
Keith 

Senior
Recognition
Sunday, May 20

Our graduating seniors will be 
recognized at the 8:30, 9:45 

& 11:00 services and presented
with a Quest Study Bible.

Memorials
Sunday

May 27 at 8:30am 
We will honor those in our 

church family who have passed
away during the past year and 
dedicate memorial gifts given.

Idea:

Acts:The Ministers,
Message, Mission 

and Method
May 13 Peter’s Method

Acts 2:40, 3:1-10
May 20 Paul, the Minister

Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-19

The

Committees
at a Glance

May 21, 2012
6:00pm

Joint Committee Chairs
Pastor’s Office

6:30pm
Finance, ULCC

SPRC, Pastor’s Office
Trustees, LLCC

Summer Interns
Announced
We are excited to announce
Marcus Cain, Matt Schmuecker,
and Lisa Morgan as summer
interns at FUMC.  

Marcus and Matt will help coor-
dinate the FLY program (Feeding
Lunches to Youth) that served over
22,000 lunches in 2011.  FLY’s
goal is to spread the message of
Jesus Christ and the joy of provid-
ing and giving to the children of
our community. This outreach will
operate Monday through Friday
throughout the summer months. 

Lisa will be the summer ministry
intern. This position is designed to
help develop an individual with an
interest and passion for ministry.
You can expect to see Lisa
throughout the church, helping
with children, youth, and adult
education, along with our worship
services.  We look forward to 
the contributions each of them 
will make to our church and 
community.

Chancel Choir
Outreach
Missions
Ministering to people through
music is a fundamental part of 
our Chancel Choir's mission. 

During May the choir will be sing-
ing some of your favorite anthems
during Sunday worship services at
Salem United Methodist Church
and at Christ Community Church. 

The choir has also been invited to
sing at New York City's Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts 
as members of the "Faith and
Freedom" choir conducted by Mr.
Joseph Martin, one of the United
States' best-loved sacred music
composers. Eight FUMC choir
members will join other church,
community, and university choirs
at Lincoln Center on Monday May
28th. Please keep all of our choir
members in your prayers as they
work in harmony to spread 
God's word.

Prayer Focus
for May
We are inviting you to be in 
prayer for the people, programs
and missions of First United
Methodist Church. Each month,
the big white bulletin will high-
light people and events to pray for.
In addition, check in the Prayer
Room for ways you can pray more
specifically for some of the people
or groups mentioned here.

This month please be in prayer for:
•  Our graduating seniors, both

high school and college
•  Caring Corner pre-school 

graduates
•  High school students attending

proms
•  Members who have died this

past year and their families

And pray in the Spirit on all occa-
sions with all kinds of prayers and
requests.  With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying
for all the Lord’s people.
Ephesians 6:18



We have been
Filling Hearts, Heads 

& Bodies!
at Powerhouse this year

Faith, Fellowship,
Friends, Food & FUN!!
Thank you to everyone who has been
involved with Powerhouse meal and

activities this year – 
it has been a GREAT year.

There will be no Powerhouse in May
and through the summer months.  

We will start back up after Labor Day!

Jesus doesn’t take summers off 
and neither do we. Summer Sunday

School for preschoolers – 6th graders
(grade completing) will continue all

summer long. 

Join us Sunday mornings
9:45 – 10:45

Collecting your small
change to make

BIG Changes!

Your JAMMERS (3rd – 6th graders) 
are collecting a “Noisy” Offering on

Sunday, May 13 during all the services.

We ask you to bring in your small change
and our JAM Kids will be coming around
with their tin buckets during the services.  
All proceeds raised will go to the UMCOR

for tornado relief here in the Midwest.

If you are not able to be at the services on
the 13th, we will have containers in the

church office and in the Narthex 
beginning May 1.

Attention all Readers
We are getting close to the finish for
updating our church library to the Dewey
Decimal System and need your help. If
you currently have one of our library books
checked out, would you please finish it as
soon as possible and return it to the library
so we can get it into the system? We will
be having an open house soon to show
you our new system!  Thank you for your
help and patience during this transition.

For all students 
in 6-12th grades

The apostle Paul wrote in I Timothy 4:12 “Don’t
let anyone look down on you because you are
young, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”
These words and biblical reference are the
source and reason for calling our youth ministry
“4:12.” We desire in 4:12 Student Ministries to
build strong Christians who can be an example to
others in speech, life, love, faith and purity. We
invite your family to be involved in 4:12 this year.

4:12 Ministry Schedule
Wednesdays
6:15-7:30pm Junior High Youth Group
7:30-9:00pm Senior High Youth Group

Caring Corner Kindergarten
Readiness Program
Monday - Friday, 9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Classes will begin on August 27, 2012 and
run through May 23, 2013.

Skills and knowledge are developed 
with your 4 or 5 year old child to promote
sharing, caring and respect within a safe,
Christian environment, to lay a strong foun-
dation to enter Kindergarten confident and
enthusiastic for learning. Please tell all your
friends and family about our program.

Contact Dawn Blair, Director, at 377-8490
or dawn@fumcmarion.org.

Summer Games 
July 9-13 at Grinnell College
For all 6-12th graders
Summer Games University is a Christian
Camping Experience designed to help youth
begin and develop an active and life-chang-
ing relationship with Jesus Christ. Join
Pastor Mike, Pastor Keith and other FUMC
staff members at camp. 

For more information, go to www.sum-
mergamesuniversity.org or contact the
church office.

This summer let your 2nd – 5th grader 
experience camp “Summer Games” style.
Pictured Rocks Camp in Monticello 4pm
Wednesday, July 25 – 11am Saturday, 
July 28 
Camp Wesley Woods in Indianola 4pm 
Sunday, July 29 - 11am Wednesday, Aug. 1 

Kids will enjoy Christian fun and fellowship
while experiencing the POWER of a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ! Check it out.
Horseback riding, Low Ropes, Swimming,
Broken Arrow Pond AND MORE!!! Val’s going
to Pictured Rocks and would love to have
everyone join her!

Small groups and Worships will be the
heart of Summer Games Jr. as we allow the
Holy Spirit to touch the lives of 3rd-6th
graders!
http://summergamesuniversity.org/jr.htm

We are almost ready for
Take Off!!

Everyone can join in the fun at VBS!!
June 18-22, 9am – noon

7:30am Early Bird drop off is available – 
must register by June 1

We need passengers for our flight! – 
Kids join us for the adventure!

Registration forms online at fumcmarion.org 
or at the church – office & narthex

We need our flight crew – youth & adults, this
adventure can’t happen without your help!

We need our ground crew! – Join us Tues &
Thurs in May from 12:30 – 2:30 as we create our

SKY here at FUMC! No artistic talent required!
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!!!!

Questions? Contact Val at val@fumcmarion.org 
or 651-6595

Kids will take flight with
Jesus and you can help!!

Below are the supplies we need to make our week
of Sky VBS a success. Please contact Val if you are
able to donate any of the following 651-6595 or

val@fumcmarion.org (contact Val before purchasing
so that we can track what we already have).

460 Clear Solo Cups 900 plastic spoons
1300 napkins 1300 8-10 oz cups
250 16oz Solo cups 25 plastic bowls
20 rolls of paper towels 10 packages of baby wipes
500 dessert plates 15 16 oz of whip cream
4 lg bags of gummie bears 10 gal vanilla ice cream
12  two liter bottles of root bear 15 12 oz bags milk choc chips
10 containers of white frosting 10 shakers of colorful sprinkles
2 large bottles of alcohol free hand sanitizer   16oz bags of pretzel sticks
150 white ring reinforcers 150 bright blue paper plates
150 orange dessert plates 150 yellow dessert plates
150 green dessert plates 3 pkgs  300 count JUMBO cotton balls
4 Skeins of yarn 25 bright colored Sharpie markers
5 black sharpie markers 5 yellow Sharpie markers
5 orange Sharpie Markers 100 10mm wiggly eyes
4 bottles of Tacky glue 150 round top clothes pins
200 pipe cleaners variety bright colors (12”) 100 China Paper plates (heavy not shiny)
4 pkgs of 75 count bright colored craft sticks 100 wide tongue depressors – basic tan
5 packages peel & stick magnet strips 500 mailing labels (any size)
150 pages bright colored card stock 150 large size white lunch bags
110 unsharpened (plain) pencils 3 boxes of medium sized brads
50 large sheets of construction paper 75 pieces of cream color card stock
25 pieces of brown colored card stock 300 band aids
1 jar of red finger paint 1 jar of purple finger paint
1 jar of yellow finger paint 1 jar of blue finger paint
1 jar of orange finger paint 1 jar of green finger paint
8 boxes of Crayola basic washable markers 500 paper clips
25 small magnets 4 rolls of masking tape
6 rolls of painters tape 27 foot of basic rope
2 rolls of gauze 150 balloons
3 rolls of bright colored streamers

FROM YOUR CLOSET:
Check your kids’ closets, under their beds, etc. 

for old beanie baby sized stuffed animals. 
We are looking for about 100 for preschool VBS.

3000 Canceled stamps and/or stickers from unused mailing labels
15 plastic containers with lids

Michaels coupons

TO BORROW:
Pool noodles – about 8

Mission of Hope Meal Ministry
Meals are being served to about 100-140 people three times a
month by FUMC members at Mission of Hope.   We hear
again and again how much we are appreciated for all that we
do.  We have appreciated your monetary donations in the past.
We are in need again of donations to continue our mission
work.  Please help us continue to do God's work. Make checks
payable to FUMC with “Mission of Hope Meals” in the memo
line. Thanks to all of you for your gifts.

summergames
junior



UMM
May 12 
8am in Fellowship Hall
for breakfast and
meeting.

UMW
Executive
Board
May 22, 3:30pm,
Adult Library

Circles
May 17
The Page Turners 1:30pm, Adult
Library
May 21
Hannah 5:45pm Dinner at Ting’s
Red Lantern; 7:00pm Meeting at
Julie Bliss’, 256 Windsor Dr. NE,
Cedar Rapids 377-8110

May 22
Martha 1:15pm, Mr. Beans

May 24
Sowers 9:15am, Room 104

Women’s 
Friendship Group
Women’s Friendship Group meets
at 11:00am on the 3rd Monday of
each month at the Pizza Ranch in
Marion. Contact Idella Hogan,
377-1382, for more information

FUMC, 
You Did It Again!
The Blanket Sunday offering last
week was $l,698.47! Enough 
to warm 340 people. The offering
for Blankets is designated to
Church World Service through 
the Thanksgiving Ingathering.
Church World Service, maybe
better known for their CROP
walks, is an ecumenical organiza-
tion providing disaster relief and
supportive services all over the
world. United Methodists are the
top supporters in Iowa.  And
FUMC helped!!!  THANK YOU!  

•

Thank you
What an awesome church family
we belong to. I can’t begin to
thank you all for the love, prayers,
hugs and food you have given.
Our family has been truly blessed.
Thank you again, Marge Ferris,
Ruth and Steve Armstrong, Katie,
Laura & Kim Feldman

Please join us for an 0pen house
to celebrate the graduation of

Bret McNeil
from Linn-Mar High School

Saturday, May 26, 2012
11 am - 2 pm

3435 Parkcrest Ct.
Kirk & Carol McNeil 

Pantry Partners 
for Marion Food
Pantry for 2012
We help folks in need by 
supplying items for the Marion
Churches’ Food Pantry. You may
bring the following items to
church any time during each
month. Please put your contribu-
tion in the grocery cart in the
narthex or at the 8th Ave. door.
May is Hand Soap & Bathroom
Tissue; June is Gelatin &
Pudding mixes.

Perennials for Sale
Perennials will again be for sale
from Lois McCormick's garden.
Call 377-2890 and leave a mes-
sage if I’m not at home. Due to
the early spring, I have already
repotted several plants. The pro-
ceeds from this sale will benefit
the Fly program.

The Mail Carrier
Food Drive is
Saturday, May 12.  
All foods collected will go to the
Marion Food Pantry. Volunteers
are needed to help sort and box
the food as it is delivered to the
Carnegie (Office) Building, Lower
Level from 11:00am to approxi-
mately 4:00pm. If you can help 
or have any questions, call Frank
or Clarice at 373-0936 or just
come on Saturday.

LECTIONARY
READINGS

May 13
Acts 10:44-48

Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 20
Acts 1:5-17, 21-26

Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 
www.JoyOfLivingChurch.org 
for information about the church,
current activities, organizations,
scripture and sermons and the
Marion Methodist newsletter.

Delayed broadcast of church
services is available on 

Mediacom 18 at 7 p.m. on Monday.
Full service recordings of services

are in the FUMC library on 
VHS and DVD.

Articles for the newsletter can 
be submitted by email to 
norma@fumcmarion.org

Giving… Made Easy!!
At Marion First United Methodist Church, there are many options for you to give
your tithes and offerings to the General Budget, Building Fund, or Foundation.

1. Placing your gifts in the offering plate
Please make sure that your check of envelope is marked clearly with your name and
where you would like your gift to go towards.  Gifts that are not designated, with go
to the General Budget.

2. Automatic Withdrawal Giving Program (ACH)
This program allows you to have your gifts directly withdrawn from your checking or
savings account, either on a weekly schedule, or on the 1st, 8th, 15th, or 22nd of each
month.  If you would like to enroll in this program, you can download the enrollment
form at www.fumcmarion.org/links.html

3. Online Giving
This program allows you to give your tithes and offerings using your debit or credit
card or using e-check (entering your information located on your check).  This pro-
gram allows you to make one time or recurring gifts.  There is a one-time sign up to
the program.

Online giving can also be used using your mobile device.  Click on
www.easytithe.com/fumc or, if you have a QR reader, here is the 
QR Code that will take you directly to the mobile application.

4. Bill Pay Service
You can also use a bill pay service, typically through your bank, to send the Church
your gifts.  Check with your financial institution for more information.

We want to make sure that everyone that wants to give to the missions and ministries
of First United Methodist Church, are able to do so, using whatever means they are
comfortable with.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Craig at the church office.

Your Green Thumb is Needed!!
As our residents at Moundview Manor, Scott Meadows, and Trinity Pointe have gra-
ciously “aged in place”, so too, have their joints and muscles. They love the flowers
that they buy to put in the flower beds around the buildings, but they are finding that
planting and weeding is just too much.

We are in need of some volunteers willing to help them plant and then keep the
beds clean over the summer. Most of the work is just around the front entry of each
building. Our residents are very proud of their lovely setting — can you help them
keep it beautiful?

Please get a group together and give me a call.  Thanks so much for considering
helping the residents of our Senior Living Community.  Lois Novak, Sec. Senior
Living Foundation, 377-2092.

•

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 2ND ANNUAL

W O M E N ’ S  R E T R E A T
Saturday, October 6 from 9am – 4:30 pm

at Christ Community Church
Take these much needed moments to fellowship with other sisters in Christ 
as you grow with JOY in JESUS! Watch for more information or contact 

Val at val@fumcmarion.org

Year To Date Financial Statement
Offerings Month of April 2012

Offerings needed Offerings 
for budget Received Better/(Worse)

$78,265 $87,288 $9,023

Year to date offerings As of April 30, 2012
Offerings needed Offerings 

for budget Received Better/(Worse)
$313,460 $299,171 ($14,289) 

Total Income vs Expenses As of April 30, 2012
Total Income Expenses Better/(Worse)

$314,488 $295,569 $18,919 

Apportionments Paid As of April 30, 2012
FUMC Obligation Paid to Date Percentage

As of April 30, 2012 As of April 30, 2012 95%
$53,568 $51,124 

Believe Campaign FUMC Foundation
Funds Raised Since November 2009 Balance as of April 30, 2012

$1,148,231 $431,311



You’re invited to join us at
“Carnegie Corner” any
Tuesday morning from

9:00-11:00am.
We play 

cards & games:
500, Bridge (some weeks)

Dominoes & Table Games

Coffee
Refreshments

Devotions

Contact Doris French 
or Sherry Murray for 

more information.

While this group is geared toward our 
Senior Citizens, anyone is welcome to attend 

at anytime. We occasionally have potlucks 
and take short trips also.

Using the Computer to
search for:
• Christian websites
• Hearing the Bible
• Reading Large print

scriptures
• Finding & Playing

hymns
• FUMC website
• How to use free clipart
• Making greeting cards
• And more!

The Marion Methodist 
deadline schedule
Deadline dates for the next issue of the
Marion Methodist is on WEDNESDAY,
MAY 16, 2012 by NOON. This issue 
will cover from May 27-June 9, 2012. 
Emails are appreciated and can be sent 
to norma@fumcmarion.org
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MAY 14

6:00p Youth Choir 
7:00p Boy Scouts

(Fellowship Hall) 

MAY 15

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

10:30aMoms in Prayer
(Room 106)

5:30p Grief Share
(Mission &
Education - UL
North)   

MAY 16

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team

Practice (Sanctuary)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth)
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High Youth Group

(Carnegie-UL, Carnegie-
Youth) 

8:00p AA Support Group 
(Adult Library) 

MAY 17

6:00a Men’s Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall)

9:30a Women of the
Bible (Mission &
Education -
ULNorth)

1:30p Page Turners Circle
(Adult Library)  

MAY 18

5:00p Waffle 
Breakfast Prep
(Fellowship
Hall)     

MAY 13

7:45a Worship (Chapel)  
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary)
4:00p Touch of Brass

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY
MAY 19

7:00a Waffle
Breakfast   
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Church Information
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Corner  of  12th Street and 8th Avenue 377-4252
Church Office, 1298 7th Avenue
Marion, Iowa 52302 Caring Corner
Office 377-4856 377-8490

Staff
Pastor Mike Morgan

mike@fumcmarion.org
Pastor of Youth and Mission, Keith Nester

knester@fumcmarion.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Vicki Standley
vicki@fumcmarion.org

Business Administrator, Craig Liscum
craig@fumcmarion.org

Director of Hospitality and Membership 
Connections, Karen Schmitz

karen@fumcmarion.org
Editor, Norma Swift

norma@fumcmarion.org

Director of Children’s Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Val Lawrence

Val@fumcmarion.org
Director of Adult Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Allison Padley

allison@fumcmarion.org

Director of Music, Mike Ransom
mikeransom@fumcmarion.org

Organist/Keyboardist, Diane Beach
diane@fumcmarion.org

Handbell Choir Directors, Mary Lee Parks
marylee@fumcmarion.org
and Angie Moss amoss@fumcmarion.org

Children’s Choir Director, Angie Moss
Youth Worship Leader, Simon Campbell

simonpearce.campbell@gmail.com

Caring Corner Daycare Director, Dawn Blair
dawn@fumcmarion.org

Food Service Manager, Kathy Scritchfield
Custodian, Ardyce Port

ardyce@fumcmarion.org
Assistant Custodian, Alan Arduser

alan@fumcmarion.org
Maintenance, Leon Smock

lsmock@fumcmarion.org

Our Congregation Shares Its
Concern & Christian Love...
BAPTISM:
May 6, Cambree Jaelyn Anderson,
daughter of Ian & Stacy (Dietsch)
Anderson.

BIRTH:
Apr 4, Tayton Jay, son of Melanie
Bliss and Joe O’Neil. Grandparents are
Dean & Julie Bliss.

MAY 26MAY 21
6:00p Youth Choir  
6:00p Joint Committee

Chairpersons
(Carnegie -
Pastor's Office) 

6:30p SPRC (Carnegie
- Pastor's Office) 

6:30p Trustees
(Carnegie - LL) 

6:30p Finance
(Carnegie - UL)

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

MAY 22

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

10:30aMoms in Prayer
(Room 106)

5:30p Grief Share
(Mission &
Education - UL
North)     

6:30p Caring Corner
Graduation
(Fellowship
Hall, Sanctuary) 

MAY 23

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team

Practice (Sanctuary)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth)
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High Youth Group

(Carnegie-UL, Carnegie-
Youth) 

8:00p AA Support Group 
(Adult Library)

MAY 24

6:00a Men’s Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall)

9:00a TMC (Adult
Library) 

9:15a Sowers Circle
(Room 104) 

6:30p KRP Graduation
(Fellowship Hall,
Sanctuary)  

MAY 25MAY 20

7:45a Worship (Chapel)  
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship (Sanctuary)
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00p Girl Scouts 

(Carnegie - LL) 
4:00p Touch of Brass 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - LL & UL) 


