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We like good stories. We like good sto-
ries in movies, the theater, at gatherings
of friends and family and in our walk
with the Lord. We like to hear the sto-
ries of the good things God is doing in
the lives of others. 

A favorite stanza in a favorite hymn
sings: I love to tell the story of unseen
things above, of Jesus and his glory, of
Jesus and his love. I love to tell the
story, because I know ‘tis true; it satis-
fies my longings as nothing else can do.
So allow me a few lines to tell a few
stories of part of the Jesus story that is
unfolding right now.

Once upon a time (July 20, 2009) after
telling the story of Jesus and Nicodemus
the Rev. Craig Peters issued a simple
invitation to those gathered at Summer
Games University to receive their new
identity in Christ. Many junior high and
high school students came forward to
pray with their pastors to receive that
new identity, some searching, some fol-
lowing friends, some sincerely pursuing
the new identity. The story they write
with their lives is one I look forward 
to hearing.

Once upon a time (July 23, 2009), after
telling a story that shared the intersec-
tion of her life and the gospel, the Rev.
Helen Parks gave a simple invitation 
to those gathered at Summer Games
University. Her invitation was specifi-
cally for those who felt God was call-
ing them to some type of ministry with
their life. Nine young men and women
related to FUMC responded to this call,
the call to possibly take on the identity
of a pastor, youth leader, chaplain,
Christian teacher or the like. The story
they write with their lives is one I look
forward to hearing.

Once upon a time (July 26, 2009),
a simple call was made at the four wor-
ship services at First United Methodist
Church. I asked those who felt that
“today was the day” for them to receive
God’s grace in a new way to simply
raise their hand during a prayer time.
To date, five friends or members of the
church have shared with me that “it all
came together for them” during that
moment. The story they write with their
lives is one I look forward to seeing.

Once upon a time (July 28, 2009),
a F.L.Y. worker was handed a letter
from a family we serve (see the text of
this letter elsewhere in this newsletter)
referring to those from First Church
that were the servants of FLY as her
family’s “angels.” Praise the Lord; 
that is a really good story.

These are just a week’s worth of stories,
each worthy of sharing. As your pastor,
I encourage you to share your faith story,
ask to hear and pay attention to the sto-
ries that others share with you of the
great things that God is doing in their
lives. The line of the hymn regarding
telling the story of God’s activity in our
lives: “it satisfies my longings as nothing
else can do” should encourage us to see
that telling our story is really important. 

Look for a moment, not aggressively 
or to “ram Jesus in someone’s face” but
for the moment when you can simply
say to a friend, relative, acquaintance 
or neighbor, “have you heard the one
about how Christ changed my life?”
Trust me, people like stories, they will
listen and they might for God’s sake
be changed. Tell your story. – Mike

Have you heard the one about?
PASTOR MIKE MORGAN

Idea:
Five Stories Jesus told that 
you need to know and why

August 9 The Last Judgment (Assurance of the New Age)
Matthew 25:31-46

Idea: Un-Christian
(i.e.What a new Generation 
Really thinks about Christianity)

August 16 Un-Christian – The Image Problem – Corinthians 13:1-13
August 23 Un-Christian – Christians are a bunch of hypocrites 

Matthew 15:1-20
August 30 Un-Christian – Christians are way too political – I Timothy 2:1-6
September 6 Un-Christian – Christians just care that you get saved! – John

3:16, Romans 6:23, Isaiah 59:2, I Peter 3:18, Romans 10:29
Holy Communion

Financial Peace
University

Next Class starts Wed, Aug. 26
6:30-8:30pm
FUMC Chapel
Previews on 

Sunday, Aug 9, 16 & 23 
@ 9:45am in the Parlor

$100 per household
Daycare Provided

Contact Craig at 377-4856 
for more information or go to 

daveramsey.com

Committees 
at a Glance

August 10
6:15pm

Daycare Board, Room 306

August 17
6:00pm

Joint Committee Chairs
Pastor’s Office

6:30pm
Trustees, LLCC

SPRC, Pastor’s Office
Finance, ULCC

8:00pm
Church Council, Chapel

Feasibility Study for Capital
Campaign Coming to You!
Dr. Steve McSwain, our Cargill Associates campaign
director, will be leading us in a feasibility study regarding
our capital campaign. During the first week of August
you will receive a questionnaire regarding the campaign.
PLEASE fill yours out and return it to Cargill Associates
in Fort Worth (they will provide the envelope/address).
They will put the results together for us and present them
in September. PLEASE plan to respond to the question-
naire because your thoughts are most valuable to us in
this matter.

Editor’s Note: The following letter is from a family who
receives FLY lunches at the Chapel Ridge Apartment
Complex.)

Dear Volunteers from the United Methodist
Church of Marion:
Thank you all so much for your generosity
towards not only my children, but all the
children of Chapel Ridge! We greatly
appreciate all that you do and want to thank
our “angels” for all your help! This is truly a
great example of how Jesus wants people to
live and conduct themselves and really gives
a great example of how Christ sheds light
into all our lives!

God Bless You and Thank You!
Yours truly,
The Durbala Family
(Sara, Steve, Dakota and Karma)

Toby
Waldowski

IN
services

A Ministry
Music & Testimony

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM

NOT JUST A 
church

BUT A 
community



New Block by Block Flood Program
The United Methodist Conference, the Affordable Housing Network (AHNI), and Matthew 25 Hub, have
signed a memorandum of understanding to form a partnership called "Block by Block".  The funding for
this project comes from private dollars; donors who would like to see housing recovery progress for flood
affected homeowners and neighborhoods. We received a one million dollar donation from John and Dyan
Smith and $700,000 from the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation. The Iowa Conference has so
far committed $200,000 and an army of volunteers to the project.

The Block by Block Program is a new neighborhood rehabilitation effort in the city of  Cedar Rapids. The
goal of the program is to bring back to life neighborhoods impacted by 2008’s unprecedented flooding, one
complete block at a time.   

All along this process I have been referring to the fact that we are going to start buying houses, rebuilding
them and selling them to low income families. But Block by Block is more than just buying houses. The
goal of Block by Block is to build upon the tremendous work already done by blocks, providing resources
to make each property on the block fully habitable. Private contributions and customized solutions will pro-
vide flexibility to finish what others have started. So, we may be providing funding gaps and volunteers and
rebuilding with homeowners (which we’ve already been doing for the past year), buying homes-rebuilding
them and reselling, helping with the buyout process; whatever it takes to make the neighborhood whole
again, block by block.

On Tuesday, July 28 a press conference was held at the location of the first block chosen for the program.
It was simply a great day for everyone involved!  What a blessing that we have been given the privilege of
being part of this partnership! To see more about the press conference, Darci Hartman has posted more
information on the Conference website www.blockbyblockcr.org

Bible Basics Class begins August 23
Bible Basics is a casual class, a “Judgmental Free Zone” where there is
“No Embarrassment,” and “No Experience Required” and “No
Question is too Simple.” In this first in a series of Bible Basic classes
you will look at How We Got the Bible, How is the Bible Organized,
Tools for Bible Study, A Preview of Basic Bible Truths.

If you have participated in Bible Studies or you have completed any of
the Disciple Bible Studies then this class is NOT for you!  That’s right,
it’s not for you.  

This class is for those who are new to the church or new Christians, or people who are new to Bible study.
If you fit into any of these groups or you don’t know if you do, then this class is for YOU! It will be held in
a casual setting where everyone is comfortable to ask questions or not.  You will get a lot out of this class
and have fun doing it! Starts Sunday August 23rd at 9:45 AM with Mike Richmond as the class facilitator. 

You can sign up on the web page or contact Jon Moss, Pastor of Adult Discipleship at jonmoss@fumcmari-
on.org.

Other upcoming classes
1. Cheryl Dickerson will be leading a class centered on the popular Nooma videos. Watch for more infor-
mation on newly released videos and the time and place for the class.

2. Spiritual Formation Class will begin in late September. In this series of Bible studies by Jan Johnson,
you will learn the disciplines of community and submission, prayer and listening, reflection and confession,
service and secrecy, simplicity and fasting, solitude and silence, study and meditation, worship and celebra-
tion.  Studies feature a workbook format and include leader’s notes.

Serving Children, Serving God!
Caring Corner and FUMC have a wonderful job opportunity for someone to be able to serve children and
serve God. We are seeking a person to fulfill the Food Service Manager position, Monday through Friday,
8:30-4:00 with some flexibility 

Anyone with a general knowledge of cooking and preparing food can fulfill this position. 

Some of the duties include preparing snacks, preparing lunch, shopping for food, some paperwork, working
with a lot of really wonderful people 

Please call Caring Corner at 377-8490 and talk to Dawn if interested in the position or have any questions. 

A New Year! New Chimers / Ringers!
If you have ever considered chiming or ringing handbells (they REALLY are different from cowbells…) or
would just like to see what is involved with ringing, please make a point to stop by the handbell room,
Room 310, on the 3rd floor, first door to the left off the elevators, next to the choir room between 9:30
and 12:30, on Sunday mornings, August 2, 16 & 23

You can try the chimes / handbells or just visit with Angie Moss or Mary Lee Parks.

If these times are not convenient for you, contact Mary Lee Parks at 310-8216 and arrange a time for a one-
on-one demonstration.

Chimes – all ages        Handbells – 5th grade and up

Ring a Joyful Noise to the Lord!

Youth News
Wednesday Night Youth Ministry is
back to small group ministry.  New

freshmen are to join the High
School from 7:30-9:00 pm.  New
6th Graders will join the group on
August 19th from 6:15-7:30pm in

the basement of the Office Building.

Televised Services
Mediacom is televising our church
services on Monday evenings at
7:00pm on Mediacom Channel 18.

Caregiving Group
The Thursday Caregivers Support
Group Meetings will be held on the
first and third Thursdays at 1:30pm
at Summit Pointe Senior Living, just
off of 29th Avenue in Marion. The
group will meet in their private din-
ing room. Meetings begin at 1:30
and end at 3:00pm. Respite care 
will be offering for loved ones. 

Join us for support, prayer,
information, and free respite. If you
have a question, call Vicki Standley
at the church office, 377-4856.

Visit our website at
www.fumcmarion.org 

for information 
about the church,
current activities,

organizations,
newsletter, etc.
Articles for the

newsletter can be 
submitted by 

email to 
norma@fumcmarion.org

Children of all shapes, 
sizes and ages….
Join us as we kick off 

another year of 

Sunday School
& Powerhouse!

August 19 Powerhouse
Wednesday 6:30pm – 7:30pm

August 23  Sunday School
9:45 am – 10:45 am



Stewardship Corner
August 9
Greeters: 8:30 8th Ave Delores Frantz, Roberta McBurney
12th St Roger & Paula Sims
11:00 8th Ave Carol Christensen
12th St Kirk & Dorene MacVey

Ushers: 8:30 Lee Coppock, Ralph & Josh Standley,
Annette Zink
9:45 Miller/Dwyer Family
11:00 Bill & Billie Werner, Lyle Hughes, Jean Hammill

Acolytes: 8:30 Willis Fulmer, Lauren Soukup
11:00 Duggan Trenary, Sarah Chevalier

August 16
Greeters: 8:30 8th Marj Reynolds, Suzanne Pollard
12th St Leon & Leah Smock
11:00 8th Lori Strasburger
12th St Mike & Diana Anderson

Ushers: 8:30 Lee Coppock, Ralph & Josh Standley,
Annette Zink
9:45 Miller/Dwyer Family
11:00 Bill & Billie Werner, Lyle Hughes, Jean Hammill

Acolytes: 8:30 Tara Zumwalt, Lindsay Brown
11:00 Shelby Powers, Emily Clapp

UMM
The United Methodist Men
meet on the second

Saturday at 8am in Fellowship Hall
from September to May. Breakfast is
served before the meeting.

UMW
Circles

August 5
Sarah
9:15am, LLCC
Miriam
9:30am, Mr. Beans
(Note change of time)
Rebekah
1:15pm, LLCC

August 6
The Bookends
7:00pm, Java Creek Café

August 10
Faith
7:00pm
Check with circle chair for details

August 12
Susanna
9:30am, LLCC
Mary/Agape
1:00pm, Perkins
(Note change of time)

August 13
Needle Designers
9:30am, LLCC
Wesleyan
9:30am, Adult Library
Joyful Cooks
Suzanne Pollard’s, 2900 28th
Ave 377-2083

August 20
The Page Turners
1:30pm, Adult Library

Women’s 
Friendship Group 
The Women’s Friendship Group
meets on the third Monday of each
month at the Pizza Ranch in Marion
at 11:00am. All single women of
FUMC who are interested in a time
of good fellowship and good food
are invited to attend at any time.
Call Idella Hogan, 377-1382, for
more information or with questions.

LECTIONARY
READINGS

August 9, 2009
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

Psalm 130
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35-41-51

August 16, 2009
1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

Psalm 111
Ephesians 5:15-20

John 6:51-58

Just

11
weeks

until the
Bazaar 

on
Saturday,

October 24

Giving Our Hearts Away-
Native American Survival-
will be the topic of our annual UMW Mission Day on August 27. We will meet
in the chapel at 9:45 AM for coffee and the meeting will start at 10:00 AM.
Everyone is to bring a sack lunch.  Beverages will be furnished. Dessert will be
furnished by the UMW officers at the end of the day.

At the time of Christopher Columbus' arrival in the new world that would be
called "America", there were approximately 100 million inhabitants of the land.
In 2000, figures show Native populations in the United States at about 
4 million. WHAT HAPPENED?

Nellie Long from the Oklahoma Missionary Conference (Native American)
writes: "It's hard for some people to realize that we are the original inhabitants
here. Today, we live a reality different than anyone else in the United States.
We often feel invisible, and are treated like second-class citizens.  We carry
government-issued identity cards (Certificate of Degree of Indian Blood) as
well as tribal cards that say what tribe we come from.  These cards give us
access to tribal health care and benefits. No other group in the US has to carry
such an identity card to gain benefits. Many people simply don't know this fact."

Please come and hear the REST of Nellie's story. The Rev. Jim Campbell will
tell us about the Native Americans in Alaska and The Rev. Jan Zirkovsky will
help us understand the people who live in the Meskwaki Settlement near Tama.

Help Prepare Kids for School
Buy supplies for Ingathering School Kits distributed by United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), both in the U.S. and abroad. 

The Ingathering kits should contain the following items and be placed in 
plastic bag:

3 notebooks, approx. 81/2 by 11 WIDE RULED, 210 to 250 sheets total, spiral
or bound  (3 of the 70page notebooks usually on sale are great.)

1-30 cm metric ruler 1-2 1/2” eraser
1 box of 24 crayons 1 blunt scissors
1 hand pencil sharpener 6 unsharpened pencils with erasers

Items may be left in the narthex, above or below the coat racks. Lists are also
available at the Welcome Center and church office.  Monetary donations are
always needed to complete the projects.

Aid to Women Opportunities
Now is the time to heal. In our society, approximately one out of three women
have experienced an abortion, according to the Alan Guttmacher Institute.
Many are within our churches, held captive by guilt and shame, fearing others
would shun them if their past were discovered. Aid to Women is on a mission
to educate women about the risks of abortion and empower them to choose life-
affirming alternatives. In addition, we are also passionate about ministering to
those who have been wounded by a past abortion decision, who were deceived
into believing it was a good choice that would get their lives “back on track.”
Two biblically based recovery classes will begin the week of Sept. 14:
Mondays from 7-9 p.m., and Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. with childcare provided,
lasting 10 weeks. Materials are provided. If interested, please call Marilyn at
364-8967 to register or ask questions. You may call after hours and leave a
message at Marilyn's extension: 304. All calls are confidential. Classes are led
by caring post-abortive women. 

If you are interested in helping women who are facing an unplanned pregnan-
cy, please call Marilyn about attending our next volunteer peer counselor train-
ing class: 364-8967.

Attention all friendly, happy, helpful people:
We are looking for individuals, couples or families to help usher, especially for the 9:45 service.  
If this is something you would love to do at our 8:30, 9:45 or 11:00 services, please talk to Karen
email Karen@fumcmarion.org or call 377-4856

Happy
Birthday!

Congratulations to 

Theresa Neal 
who will be celebrating her
90th birthday on August 4.

(Theresa is Dawn Blair’s mother).
Cards may be sent to her at

101 S 11th St, Apt 207,
Marion IA 52302-4547.



You’re invited to join us at
“Carnegie Corner” any Tuesday

morning from 9:00-11:00am.
We play 

cards & games:
500, Bridge (some weeks)

Dominoes & Table Games

Coffee
Refreshments

Devotions

Contact Myrna Carter 
or Doris French for 
more information.

While this group is geared toward our 
Senior Citizens, anyone is welcome to attend 

at anytime. We occasionally have potlucks 
and take short trips also.

Using the Computer to
search for:
• Christian websites
• Hearing the Bible
• Reading Large print

scriptures
• Finding & Playing

hymns
• FUMC website
• How to use free clipart
• Making greeting cards
• And more!

The Marion Methodist 
deadline schedule
Deadline dates for the next issue of the Marion
Methodist is on WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12 by
5:00pm. This issue will cover from Aug 23-Sep 5,
2009. Emails are appreciated and can be sent to
norma@fumcmarion.org

Our Congregation Shares Its
Concern & Christian Love...
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AUGUST 10

6:15p Daycare Board
(Room 306) 

7:00p Boy Scouts 
(Black Light
Room) 

7:00p Boy Scouts 
(3rd Floor
Education
Rooms) 

AUGUST 11

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

6:30p Beth Moore
Study (Flood
Office Main
Level) 

AUGUST 12

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
9:30a Susanna Circle (Carnegie - LL) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth)  
6:30p Jan Fawcett's Small Group

(Room 104) 
7:30p Senior High  
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 

AUGUST 13

6:00a Men’s Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall)  

9:30a Wesleyan Circle
(Adult Library) 

9:30a Needle Designers
Circle (Carnegie -
LL) 

6:30p New Member
Class (Carnegie -
UL)  

7:00p Building
Committee 
(Adult Library)  

AUGUST 14

7:00p Celebration of
Life for Barb Flint
(Sanctuary)   

AUGUST 9

7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for All Ages 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL) 
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 

AUGUST 22AUGUST 17

6:00p Joint
Committee
Chairpersons
(Carnegie -
Pastor's Office) 

6:30p Trustees
(Carnegie - LL) 

6:30p SPRC (Carnegie
- Pastor's
Office) 

6:30p Finance
(Carnegie - UL) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Black Light
Room) 

7:00p Veterans Group
(Adult Library) 

7:00p Boy Scouts (3rd
Floor Education
Rooms) 

8:00p Church Council
(Chapel) 

AUGUST 18

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

6:30p Beth Moore
Study (Flood
Office Main
Level)   

AUGUST 19

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary) 
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth) 
6:30p Jan Fawcett’s Small Group

(Room 104) 
7:30p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library)   

AUGUST 20

6:00a Men’s 
Bible Study
(Fellowship Hall) 

9:00a TMC (Adult
Library) 

9:15a Sowers Circle
(Fellowship Hall) 

1:30p Page Turners
Circle (Adult
Library) 

1:30p Caregivers @
Summit Pointe 

6:30p New Member
Class (Carnegie -
UL) 

7:00p Building
Committee 
(Adult Library)

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

AUGUST 15

AUGUST 21

Church Information
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Corner  of  12th Street and 8th Avenue 377-4252
Church Office, 1298 7th Avenue
Marion, Iowa 52302 Caring Corner
Office 377-4856 377-8490

Staff
Pastor Mike Morgan

mike@fumcmarion.org
Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner

melisa@fumcmarion.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Vicki Standley
vicki@fumcmarion.org

Business Administrator, Craig Liscum
craig@fumcmarion.org

Assimilation Coordinator, Karen Schmitz
karen@fumcmarion.org

Editor, Norma Swift
norma@fumcmarion.org

Director of Children’s Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Val Lawrence

Val@fumcmarion.org

Director of Adult Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Jon Moss 

jonmoss@fumcmarion.org
Director of Music, Mike Ransom

mikeransom@fumcmarion.org
Organist/Keyboardist, Diane Beach

diane@fumcmarion.org
Handbell Choir Director, Mary Lee Parks

marylee@fumcmarion.org
Children’s Choir Director, Angie Moss
Youth Worship and Outreach Leader, Matt German

matt@fumcmarion.org

Caring Corner Daycare Director, Dawn Blair
dawn@fumcmarion.org

Caring Corner Daycare Assistant Director, Robyn Ledger
robyn@fumcmarion.org

Custodian, Ardyce Port
ardyce@fumcmarion.org

Assistant Custodian, Alan Arduser
alan@fumcmarion.org

Maintenance, Leon Smock
lsmock@fumcmarion.org

AUGUST 16

7:45a Worship (Chapel)  
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL) 
9:45a Church School for All Ages
9:45a FPU Preview (Parlor)   
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
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BIRTH: July 26, David Daniel Christensen,
son of Jared & Andrea Christensen.
Grandparents are Dan & Marilyn Sandoval.

WEDDINGS: July 25, Megan Brose & Dale
Christensen.

August 1, Karen Collins & Derek
McCusker.

DEATHS: July 18, John Dwyer, Lincoln,
NE, brother of Jim Dwyer (Connie Miller).
Services were held on July21.
July 18, Mary Thomas, Pinkneyville, IL,
mother of Sherry (Chuck) Alexander and Eric
Thomas.  Grandchildren include Amy (Bill)
Stevens, Katie Jo (Troy) Little, Luke & Logan
Thomas.  Services were held on July 22.
July 27, Michael Swenson, brother of Pam
Dirks. Services were held on July 30.
July 29, Hal Haines. Services were held on
Aug 1.


