
I have been fortunate enough to have traveled to
Israel twice and desire to go again – soon. Because
of those trips I have been asked many times if I felt
any different being there than I do here. The answer,
of course, is YES. To be in a boat on the Sea of
Galilee, to stand in the synagogue in Capernaum
where Jesus taught and to commune at the Garden
Tomb are among the very powerful and high
moments in my spiritual life. I will always point to
these trips as moments in which the words of the
Bible sprung off their pages into my heart and during
which my spiritual life was widened.

The next question then is — “must I go to Israel to
have high spiritual moments?” The answer to which
is obviously NO. The majority of the high spiritual
moments in my life have been experienced in the
churches in which I worship and among the people
with whom my daily routine is lived out. God is
everywhere we are and God incidents happen when
and where those seeking God have their eyes wide
opened to God’s presence.

Because most of us cannot go to “the Holy Land”
we must daily strive to make the land we live in
holy. Touring Israel, one visits many holy sights,
places that point to significant moments in the life 
of God and his people. Visiting those places, the 
pilgrim is guided toward deeper and richer faith.
Likewise the Christian year points us toward “see-
ing” significant moments in the life of God and his
people and is designed to point us towards deeper
and richer faith.

We need high moments like Christmas to celebrate
God’s coming into the world, Pentecost to celebrate
the universality of Christ’s church and Easter which
celebrates God’s huge victory over death and his
invitation for us to receive it. Just as those who have
traveled with me to Israel over the years prepared 
for the moments by reading scripture and praying,
so we must prepare to see the great sights of the
Christian year. 

To see the “sights” of Easter: an empty grave,
unused burial garments and a stone rolled away, we
must prepare. The 40 days and six Sundays of Lent
are for that preparation. During this time every
Christian is called to prepare spiritually for Easter.
This preparation must be personal and intentional
and can take many forms. You may desire to “give
something up” as an act of self denial or you may
choose to “take something up” such as daily 
devotional or joining a Bible study group. 

My trips to Israel are deeply cherished. In them,
the Scriptures came alive because I diligently read
the stories before seeing the sights. The same is true
for each of us as we approach the journey through
Lent. Make no mistake, Easter is coming. The ques-
tion is: can you deeply experience and cherish the
risen Christ if you take no time to prepare for his
coming? In his name, I encourage to prepare your-
self this Lent for the magnificent sight that is Easter.

Getting ready,
Rev. Mike 

The Journey
PASTOR MIKE MORGAN

First United Methodist
Church of Marion
12th Street & 8th Avenue

Sunday Worship – 
7:45am

Early Worship – Chapel
8:30am

Spirited Traditional – Sanctuary
9:45am

Two Songs & A Sermon – Sanctuary
Church School for children and adults

11:00am
Blended Praise – Sanctuary

Tuesday Morning 
Prayer Service  – 
7:00-7:30am

in the Chapel
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Committees
at a Glance

February 21
6:00pm

Joint Committee Chairs
Pastor’s Office

6:30pm
Trustees, LLCC

SPRC, Pastor’s Office 
Finance, ULCC

February 22
3:30pm

UMW Executive Board,
Adult Library

Phun Philanthropic
Phebruary
FEBRUARY 20, 2011

Talk Show Sunday
(be ready with a question)

Mission Supported: Matthew 25 Summer Bags
Sunscreen (SPF 35 or higher), Hand sanitizer, Band aids,

individual size (small) sidewalk chalk 

FEBRUARY 27, 2011

Camp Sunday
Camp Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

Mission Supported: Knee Pads for Pictured Rocks
Re-Member Project Party at Christ Community at 6 PM

•

Sunday Morning
Coffee Time

Couples, Families, Small Groups, Any Group….
We’re looking for help on Sunday mornings to 

continue our Coffee Time ministry.  
This involves picking up donuts (or bringing in your own
pastries), making coffee & juice, serving and cleaning up.
This would also be a great opportunity for groups to use as

a fund-raiser. Please call Karen at 377-4856

Featuring great hymns 
of the Christian faith

Available from Choir Members

Lent Begins with a service 
of repentance and healing

and the imposition of the ashes
and oil on Ash Wednesday, 

March 9th 6:30 PM

The annual Soup Can Contest is glad to
announce that we brought in 1100 cans of
soup this year to be donated to Mission of

Hope. The 9:45 and 11am services brought
in 644 cans and the 7:45 and 8:30 services

brought in 456. Congratulations, Team FUMC
pulled off another victory with this donation.

Thank you to everyone for your support.



Adult Education 
and Discipleship

There’s room for you to join these classes.

Contact Ron Noble at 350-3513, rnoble@fumcmarion.org.

Check out the website for more information, 
www.joyoflivingchurch.org

Current Classes, join in at any time

Sunday Mornings at 9:45am
Experiencing the Words of Jesus, led by Greg and Becky
Tallman in the Chapel. 
Power of a Praying Parent, led by Laura and Steve
Hamilton in Room 105. 
Radical led by Paul Wagner in the Choir room.  
Faith Under Fire led by Ron Noble in Room 106.
Lectionary Bible Studies led by Peg Boss in the Adult
Library.
Old Testament Studies led by Virginia Jensen in Room 104.

Sunday Afternoons at 1:00 pm
Managing our Finances God’s Way. Doug Kirk leads this
seven week, video based study in room 106.  

Wednesday Evening Classes at
6:30pm
Pastor’s Bible Study A study of the Old Testament, led by

Pastor Mike Morgan, in the Chapel.
Bible Basics, Exploration of Bible verses with the beginner
in mind. Led by John Wilkinson in Room 106.

Available Summer Jobs
for College Students 
Looking for a summer job? Tired of mowing lawns, flipping
burgers, or scooping ice cream? Give your summer purpose.
Work for FUMC Marion or one of the Iowa UM Camps.

FUMC Marion Summer
Internships
This summer we will have 3 paid summer internships available 
at the church. We will be accepting applications until March 6. 
If interested, please submit a resume and letter of interest for the
positions to Pastor Nathan at nathan@fumcmarion.org. Must
have finished at least one year of college to apply.

•  2 FLY Interns - Responsible for the daily operation of FLY
including volunteer relations, ordering food, and serving the
town of Marion through providing lunches to youth.

•  1 Summer Ministry Intern - Interested in learning what is 
takes to be a Pastor on staff of a church. You will be able to 
use your passions for the Lord to create a Summer Bible 
Study for youth, work with VBS and help out in a number 
of other areas. 

Iowa United Methodist
Camp and Retreat
Ministry Jobs

Wanted: Caring Christians as counselors,
nurses, cooks, lifeguards, office workers,
canoe instructors, maintenance, photogra-
phers, teachers, horse wranglers and pas-
tors. Staff need to be at least 18 years of
age. For Application contact campsite.

Salaried and volunteer positions with room, board and training
provided. Go to www.iaumc.org/camps for contact information.

POWERING UP 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS!

Join us on Wednesday Nights for
Faith, Fellowship, Friends, Food & FUN!

Powerhouse Family Meal
Wednesday Evenings
February Menu:

February 23:  
Chinese – Sesame Chicken or Beef
with broccoli, fried rice & egg rolls

5:30 – 5:45 Lemonade & Fellowship
5:45 – 6:15 FUMC Family Meal

$6.00 adults  /  $3.00 kids
Family Maximum $20

2 years - 5th Graders
Sunday School 

at 9:45am
Preschool: Room 205

Kdg - 5th grade: 3rd floor

4th & 5th Graders 
and Parents!!

Are you ready to take the next
step with Jesus?

Come check out this 
opportunity to get involved 

here at FUMC!!
• Be a morning greeter

• Check in with visitors and
missing friends
• AND MORE

Come and chat about what 
you can be doing as part of the

family here at FUMC….
Sunday, February 27

9am  Room 305
?? Contact Val at 651-6595

or val@fumcmarion.org

Moms & Dads of
Elementary kids...

Check out what your kids 
are doing in Sunday School.  

Go to http://www.fumcmarion.org/
JourneyLand.html. 

Wednesdays at 
FUMC Marion Youth
Jr. High 6-8pm

6-6:30pm Hang out/Games
6:30-7ish Music/ Story of God
7ish-8pm Life Group

High School 7-9pm
7-7:30pm Hang out/Games
7:30-8ish Music/Story of God
8ish-9pm Life Group

Hard to Believe
but, Summer 
is a Comin’!

Make it a great one and join us for…

June 13-17 from 9am-Noon
We need experienced and inexperienced
Chefs (teachers & leaders) to create this
recipe for Fun & Faith! Contact Val our
“Café Boss” at 651-6595 or email
val@fumcmarion.org

An Opportunity 
to Serve during
Spring Break

Travel to
Nashville with
FUMC Marion
Mission Team

March 13-19 - 
Linn Mar Spring Break 

March 20-26 -
Marion/Cedar Rapids 

Spring Break
1. There will be first class 

accommodations
2. Breakfast and Lunch will be provided 
3. Free wi-fi 
4. A great place to get a tan while 

roofing a house
5. Meet new friends and explore new

places

Cost is about $300. A deposit of 
$100 is needed. For youth and adults.

Contact Pastor Nathan for details 
or to sign up.

The current loan
payoff balance is 

at $64,209!!



Tax Preparation for Your 2010 
Tax Returns at Methodist Church
John Slusher will be volunteering again to do tax returns. He will be doing tax returns
in the Methodist Church office basement on Thursday and Saturday mornings starting
February 3. John will also be doing tax returns at the library in Hiawatha on Tuesday
and Wednesday afternoons starting February 1. He is doing this volunteer service as
an AARP tax volunteer. You don’t have to be a senior citizen or a member of this
church to obtain his help. The returns will be filed electronically for both the federal
and state returns. 

Harold Cramer and Dave Van Gorp are also AARP tax volunteers and again will be
doing tax returns at the Methodist church office building on Mondays and Tuesdays.
They start working on Monday, January 31. So there are 4 days during the week that
you can get help for filing your tax returns at your church. 

Please make your appointment by calling HACAP at phone number 211 or 
739-4211. Any of these three men can help you with your tax returns.

Thank Yous 
First United Methodist Members, Thank you so very much for your kind donation! We
cannot tell you how much it means to our patients.  We have placed the money in our
Pharmacy fund to assist with patients in need of mediation.  Thanks again and may
God’s blessings be upon you. – Linn Community Care Health Center

(Note: FUMC donated to Linn Community Care from our Friendship Fund in December)

Younkers Community Day
Saturday, February 26
Younkers Community Day booklets are being sold once again for FLY.  We were able
to give FLY approximately $800.00 from the November 2010 Community Day Sale.
Lois McCormick will again be selling the Booklets for the next three Sundays. The
FLY program will get the $5.00 you pay for the booklet and you will receive a coupon
for $10.00 on an item you purchase plus a 20% coupon that you can use all day. If I
miss you at church and you would like a booklet, call Lois at 377-2890.

UMW Fun &
Fellowship Day

Saturday, February 26
10 am-12 noon in FUMC Fellowship Hall

We will be working on projects for Marion Cares 
with speakers from Marion Cares &  Amanda Carr, 

U of I audiology graduate student. 

Baked Potato Bar lunch included.

Tickets: $5.00 each available from UMW circle
leaders, church office, or between services on

February  6 & 13. Deadline is February 22.

Nursery available upon request.

Please bring a Beanie Baby or small stuffed 
animal to donate to kids!

Questions?? contact Julie Bliss, 377-8110, 
or  jab422@hotmail.com.

Happy Monday!

UMM
The United Methodist Men
meet on the 2nd Saturday
of the month at 8am in

Fellowship Hall for breakfast and
meeting. All men are welcome to
attend.

UMW
Executive Board
February 22
3:30pm, Adult Library

Circles
February 21
Hannah 5:45pm Dinner at Carlos
O’Kelly’s; 7:00pm Meeting at
Connie Jirouch’, 1150 30th St,
360-3668
February 24
Sowers 9:15am, Room 104
March 1
Elizabeth 11:45am, Mr. Beans
March 2
Sarah 9:15am, LLCC
Miriam 1:00pm, Adult Library
Rebekah 1:15pm, LLCC 
March 3
The Bookends 7:00pm, Java
Creek Café

Women’s 
Friendship Group
Women’s Friendship Group meets
at 11:00am on the 3rd Monday 
of each month at the Pizza Ranch 
in Marion. Contact Idella Hogan,
377-1382, for more information.

Church Women United
World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 4, 2011
9:00am Continental Breakfast,
$3.00 - 9:45am Service
St Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic
Church, 1350 Lyndhurst Drive,
Hiawatha, IA
The World Day of Prayer is a
worldwide ecumenical movement
of women of many faith traditions
who come together each year for 
a common day of prayer. The 2011
worship program will focus on Chili
with Chilean music and slides of
the country. Everyone is welcome.
Contact Wanda Campbell, 377-3709,
for more information.

LECTIONARY
READINGS
February 20, 2011

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm 119:33-40

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Matthew 5:38-48

February 27, 2011
Isaiah 49:8-16a

Psalm 131 or Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

We know not everyone has email, so we will be including the printed 
version of our new “Happy Monday” emails in every issue of the Marion
Methodist. We hope you will enjoy these inspirational messages on Friday
or Saturday, too. If you are not receiving these by email, but would like to
be added to our list, please notify Craig Liscum at craig@fumcmarion.org.

Pantry Partners 
for Marion Food
Pantry for 2011
We help folks in need by 
supplying items for the Marion
Churches’ Food Pantry. You 
may bring the following items 
to church any Sunday during
each month. Please put your
contri-bution in the grocery cart
in the narthex or at the 8th Ave.
door. Peanut butter donations 
for January totaled 264 jars.
Thank you for your contribution.
February Soup (Souper Bowl)
March Cake Mixes   

Caring Corner
Kindergarten
Readiness Program
Registration Now
Available for 2011-12
Our program helps to develop
the skills and knowledge with
your four or five year old child
that promotes sharing, caring
and respect within a safe,
Christian environment, which
lays a strong foundation for them
to enter Kindergarten confident
and enthusiastic for learning.
Classes will begin on August 29,
2011 through May 24, 2012
Monday through Friday 
9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

Call Dawn Blair, Director, 
377-8490, if you have any 
questions or to register. Please
tell all your friends and family,
who have a four or five year old
child and are looking for a pre-
school, about our program. 

New Address
Maxine Woods has moved to the
St. Anthony Health Center, St.
Anthony, MN. Please send her
mail to her son, Larry Woods’
address:  2227 St. Stephens St.,
Roseville, MN 55113.  The
church office will be notified
when she has a phone installed.

“The National Weather Service has issued a
Blizzard warning for....”

words I did not want to hear.  Working at a lab,
far from home, I could become stranded if I did
not close and head home. 

As I left the building, I could see that there was 
at least a foot of snow accumulation on my vehi-
cle and the snow fall was increasing. I cleared the
snow off my windows the best I could as the
engine warmed. Starting down the country road 
I could see that the wind was forming drifts that
blocked my path. I made it through the first one
and felt for a moment relief. My heart sank as 
the way became uncertain. 

White was everywhere, with no distinction
between the fields and the road.

Then, the vehicle stopped. Even though my tires
were still spinning, I was going nowhere. I was
stuck. I realized at that moment I was in danger.

There would not be anyone I could call for help. 
I leaned forward and prayed, asking "Lord, what
will I do now?"

Without warning, there was a knock on my
window. “Do you need some help?” asked the
stranger. I assisted the kind man attaching his
chain to my car's frame.

Peace overwhelmed me as my vehicle was
pulled off of the drift.

I stepped out and unhooked the chain. 
I reached into my pocket to grab my wallet to
thank that kind stranger for his deed. I looked
around but could not find the man or his truck.
Looking down into my wallet I also found it empty.
There was nothing I could have given back.

In life, we will face uncertainty with our paths
obscured. Jesus Christ is the kind stranger what
can pull us free. — Richard Courtney

“LORD, What will I do now?”

Visit our website at 
wwwjoyoflivingchurch.org 
for information about the church,
current activities, organizations,
scripture and sermons and the
Marion Methodist newsletter.
Delayed broadcast of church 

services is available on Mediacom
18 at 7 PM on Monday. 

Full service recordings of services
are in the FUMC library on VHS
and DVD. Articles for the news-
letter can be submitted by email 

to norma@fumcmarion.org.



You’re invited to join us
at “Carnegie Corner”
any Tuesday morning
from 9:00-11:00am.

We play 
cards & games:

500, Bridge (some weeks)

Dominoes & Table
Games

Coffee
Refreshments

Devotions

Contact Myrna Carter 
or Sherry Murray for 

more information.

While this group is geared toward our 
Senior Citizens, anyone is welcome to attend 

at anytime. We occasionally have potlucks 
and take short trips also.

Using the Computer to
search for:
• Christian websites
• Hearing the Bible
• Reading Large print

scriptures
• Finding & Playing

hymns
• FUMC website
• How to use free clipart
• Making greeting cards
• And more!
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Shares Its Concern
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FEBRUARY 21

8:00a Taxes (Carnegie -
Youth) 

6:00p Joint Committee
Chairpersons
(Carnegie -
Pastor's Office) 

6:30p Trustees
(Carnegie - LL) 

6:30p SPRC (Carnegie
- Pastor’s Office) 

6:30p Finance
(Carnegie - UL) 

6:30p ReMember Small
Group (Room
104) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

7:00p Veterans Group
(Adult Library) 

7:00p Labs' Small
Group (Room
105)    

FEBRUARY 22

7:00a Prayer Service
(Chapel)

8:00a Taxes (Carnegie
- Youth)  

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

3:30p UMW Executive
Board (Adult
Library)  

6:45p A Touch of
Brass  

FEBRUARY 23

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
5:30p Powerhouse Meal - 

Food, Faith & Fellowship
(Fellowship Hall) 

6:00p Junior High Youth Group
(Carnegie - Youth) 

6:30p ReMember Small Groups
(Room 104, Room 107, 
Room 105) 

6:30p Bible Study (Room 106)
6:30p Pastor’s Bible Study (Chapel) 
7:00p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 
9:10p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor’s Office)

FEBRUARY 24

6:00a Men’s 
Bible Study
(Fellowship
Hall)

8:00a Tax Preparation
- John Slusher
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:00a Sowers Circle
(Room 104)   

FEBRUARY 25

6:00a Men’s
Fraternity
(Fellowship
Hall) 

FEBRUARY 20

7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for All Ages
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL) 
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
1:00p Managing Our Finances

God’s Way (Room 106) 
2:00p A Joyful Noise 
2:00p Puppets (Black Light

Room, Room 303/305,
Choir Room) 

4:00p Girl Scouts (Rm 303/305)
4:00p Bell Canto 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - LL, Carnegie
- UL) 

6:00p Disciple Classes 
(Room 104, Room 107,
Room 106) 

MARCH 5

Majesty Puppets
(Chapel, Parlor,
Sanctuary, Fellowship
Hall) 
8:00a Tax Preparation

- John Slusher
(Carnegie - LL) 

4:30p Spaghetti
Supper
(Fellowship Hall,
Kitchen) 

FEBRUARY 28

8:00a Taxes (Carnegie
- Youth) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall)  

7:00p Labs Small
Group (Room
105) 

MARCH 1

7:00a Prayer Service
(Chapel)

8:00a Taxes (Carnegie
- Youth) 

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

6:45p A Touch of
Brass  

MARCH 2

8:00a Quilters (Room 104) 
9:15a Sarah Circle (Carnegie - LL) 
1:00p Miriam Circle (Adult Library) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary) 
5:30p Powerhouse Meal - Food,

Faith & Fellowship (Fellowship
Hall) 

6:00p Junior High Youth Group
(Carnegie - Youth) 

6:30p Bible Study (Room 106)
6:30p Pastor's Bible Study (Chapel) 
7:00p Senior High  
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library)
9:10p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor's Office)

MARCH 3

Majesty Puppets
(Chapel, Parlor,
Sanctuary, Fellowship
Hall) 
6:00a Men’s Bible

Study
(Fellowship Hall) 

8:00a Tax Preparation
- John Slusher
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:00a TMC 
(Adult Library)

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

FEBRUARY 26

8:00a Tax Preparation -
John Slusher
(Carnegie - LL)

9:00a UMW Fun &
Fellowship Event
(Fellowship Hall)   

MARCH 4

Majesty Puppets
(Chapel, Parlor,
Sanctuary, Fellowship
Hall) 

Church Information
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Corner  of  12th Street and 8th Avenue 377-4252
Church Office, 1298 7th Avenue
Marion, Iowa 52302 Caring Corner
Office 377-4856 377-8490

Staff
Pastor Mike Morgan

mike@fumcmarion.org
Pastor of Youth and Mission, Nathan Richardson

nathan@fumcmarion.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Vicki Standley
vicki@fumcmarion.org

Business Administrator, Craig Liscum
craig@fumcmarion.org

Membership Assimilation, Karen Schmitz
karen@fumcmarion.org

Editor, Norma Swift
norma@fumcmarion.org

Director of Children’s Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Val Lawrence

Val@fumcmarion.org
Director of Adult Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Ron Noble 

rnoble@fumcmarion.org

Director of Music, Mike Ransom
mikeransom@fumcmarion.org

Organist/Keyboardist, Diane Beach
diane@fumcmarion.org

Handbell Choir Directors, Mary Lee Parks
marylee@fumcmarion.org
and Angie Moss amoss@fumcmarion.org

Children’s Choir Director, Angie Moss
Youth Worship and Outreach Leader,

Ben Garrett Schwartzhoff
bschwartzhoff@fumcmarion.org

Caring Corner Daycare Director, Dawn Blair
dawn@fumcmarion.org

Food Service Manager, Kathy Scritchfield
Custodian, Ardyce Port

ardyce@fumcmarion.org
Assistant Custodian, Alan Arduser

alan@fumcmarion.org
Maintenance, Leon Smock

lsmock@fumcmarion.org

FEBRUARY 27

7:45a Worship (Chapel)  
8:00a Camp Breakfast

(Fellowship Hall) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL)
9:45a Church School for All Ages 
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
2:00p A Joyful Noise 
2:00p Puppets (Black Light

Room, Choir Room,
Room 303/305)  

4:00p Bell Canto 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - LL & UL)
6:00p Disciple Classes 

(Room 104, Room 107)  
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BIRTH: Feb 4, Sutton Vincent-Homan
Polniak, son of Alan and Val Polniak.

DEATHS: Feb 7, Winifred Canady.
Family members include her granddaugh-
ters, Shelley (Jeff) Keller and Scarlett
(Roger) Kropp.

Feb. 8, James Hucker. Family members
include his wife, Wanda and son, Gary

The Marion Methodist 
deadline schedule
Deadline dates for the next issue of the
Marion Methodist is on WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 23 by NOON. This issue 
will cover from March 6-19, 2011.
Emails are appreciated and can be 
sent to norma@fumcmarion.org


