
During my years of living in Colorado, sometimes
persons would ask me why I left Iowa to live there.
My simple answer was always, “I have three reasons
for living in Colorado: the mountains, the climate and
February in Iowa.” I have always known there was
nothing I could do about the first two, but I do believe
in the church there is something we can do about the
third.

So, as February comes towards us, as the prospect of
cold days, high snow drifts and continually gray skies
become our 28 day reality, be not dismal! First United
Methodist Church is not going to succumb to the dol-
drums of winter. Instead, I reintroduce to you Phun
Philanthropic Phebruary, an opportunity to resist the
dreariness of February by having fun in church.

Paul says in Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord
always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” So we will. We
will do something Phun and Philanthropic that is out
of the ordinary on each of the phour (sorry I got
caught up in it all) Sundays in February. Elsewhere in
this newsletter we are explaining the philanthrophy, so
here’s the PHUN stuff:

February 7th Super Bowl
Sunday. Wear your team gear,
whatever your team is!

February 14th Remember a few years ago when
we did the Super Bowl Service? We had cheerleaders,

referees, (even a penalty for a
bad sermon joke). This year

we are going NASCAR with a Daytona 500–special
service. This will be over the top!!! If you have driver
or “product” gear, wear it to church that day.

February 21st Phil and Pam Morgan will
share their musical ministry with us for
the second time. Pam’s book “I Stand”
(Pam was paralyzed in an auto accident
and now walks, a story she has told on
OPRAH, and many women’s events)
will be released this summer and a new

album is being released now. They are a blessing. 
If you have never heard of them, check them out at:
www.philandpammorgan.com/ 

February 28th is Camp
Weekend! Songs around the campfire,
testimonies from campers, s’mores? 
Wear your favorite camping gear. 

February and lets have some PHUN in
God’s house!

Peace, Joy, Love
Rev. Mike

Let’s have some Phun!
PASTOR MIKE MORGAN

First United Methodist
Church of Marion
12th Street & 8th Avenue

Sunday Worship – 
7:45am

Early Worship – Chapel
8:30am

Spirited Traditional – Sanctuary
9:45am

Two Songs & A Sermon – Sanctuary
Church School for children and adults

11:00am
Blended Praise – Sanctuary
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Committees
at a Glance

February 8
6:15pm

Daycare Board, Room 106
February 15

6:00pm
Joint Committee Chairs

Pastor’s Office
6:30pm

Trustees, LLCC
SPRC, Pastor’s Office

Finance, ULCC
8:00pm

Church Council, Chapel

Apportionment 
Paid in Full! 
Each year a United Methodist con-
gregation pays an “apportionment”
to the greater United Methodist
Church. This apportionment (about
$150,000 for FUMC) supports the
world wide mission of helping 
people physically and spiritually.
The apportionment supports new
ministries, ministries at colleges
and universities, camps and a vari-
ety of others like Matthew 25 and
our Flood Recovery office. The
apportionment also supports the
administrative arm of the church,
salaries and offices for District
Superintendents and others. First
Church in Marion seeks each year
to pay its apportionment in full
(and has for many years). In 2009
our spending controls had project-
ed paying 80% of our apportion-
ment because of the economic
conditions at hand; so it is with
great joy that we announce to you
that on December 28th due to the
generosity of the congregation,
100% of our 2009 apportionment
was paid! 

First Fruits Offering for
the Believe Campaign

through 12/31/09:

$271,021 

Idea: The Manifestation of God
Our pastors and leaders are going to preach all the way through Luke. 
This will take the better share of a year and we will read EVERY verse and story.

January 24 Fully Human is a Challenge Luke 4:1-13
January 31 The Brink of Disaster Luke 4:14-30

PHUN PHILANTHROPIC PHEBRUARY
February 7 Luke 4: 31-44 The Ministry of Healing
Team Sunday – wear your logo gear to worship!
Holy Communion • Turn in “Where I will Serve” Booklets at worship
PPP Offering: Annual Souper Bowl Challenge. Bring cans of soup.
(7:45 and 8:30 services against the 9:45 and 11:00!!!)

February 14 Luke 5: 1-11 The Ministry of Serving
Valentine’s Day • Daytona 500 –special service!!!! ? This will be over the top!!!
PPP Offering: Sandwich size Zip Lock bags for FLY (last year this saved the Feeding Lunch to Youth program hun-
dreds of dollars 

WEDNESDAY February 17th The Ministry of Symbols
6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service of Oil and Ashes

February 21 The Gospel in Music
Musical Ministry of Phil and Pam Morgan
PPP Offering: New children’s books K-6 grade, outdoor sport equipment, swimsuits, swim toys, goggles, aqua shoes
for Matthew 25 Ministry Hub
5:30 PM All area United Methodists gather at “For Christ’s Sake” Service @ St. Paul’s UMC in Cedar Rapids

February 28 Luke 5:12-26 The Ministry of Testimony
Camp Weekend – wear your camp clothes
Celebration Dinner (4 + 6:30) Program 5:15 PM (Camp Fundraiser)
PPP Offering: bandanas (dark ones are best) for Pictured Rocks Camp

 



Visit our website at www.fumcmarion.org for information
about the church, current activities, organizations, 
newsletter, etc. Articles for the newsletter can be 
submitted by email to norma@fumcmarion.org.

POWER UP!!
Praise Our Wonderful and

Everlasting Redeemer
Where are you getting connected?
We fellowship through games and activities

We grow as we dig into God’s Word
We connect with one another 

and with God!!

Wednesdays
Elementary kids: 

6:15 – 7:30pm  Room 303/305
Preschool kids:  

6:30 – 7:30pm  Room 206

Join us in January for…

Wednesday, January 27
6-6:30pm Dinner in Room 304

(Popcorn Chicken)
6:30-7:30pm Movie, Popcorn, 

Trivia & more!

The WHOLE FAMILY at FUMC 
is invited to join us!

Y O U T H

Annual Ski Trip
to Sundown 

Scheduled for February 27 
Mark your calendars. The FUMC ski trip 

to Sundown Mountain in Dubuque will be
on Saturday, February 2. We will leave
around 1:30 and arrive home between

10:00 and 10:30.  Please pick up a regis-
tration form from Pastor Nathan, or in the

church office. Deadline to sign up is Friday,
February 12, so don't be late.  

We need adult chaperones, so please 
contact Renee Cudworth at 373-1786 or
danandreneec@msn.com if you can help

out or have any questions. 
Open to youth and families.

Senior High
Mission Trip 

July 25-31 to Cincinnati 
Cost will be $250 plus travel. 

Space is limited to 15 people. So sign
up with Pastor Nathan ASAP.

Winter Games
a one night experience, 

January 30-31
7pm Saturday -10am Sunday

Stony Point YMCA in Cedar Rapids.
There will be a time of worship, 
seminars, swimming, open gym,

movies, etc. For more information 
or to register check out: 

www.summergamesuniversity.org

Summer Games
University

July 12-16, 2010
Grinnell College

New SUNDAY MORNING 
GriefShare Session

GriefShare will be offered soon on Sunday mornings, during the Sunday school hour, 9:45 to 10:45.  This
session will start Sunday, February 7th.  Meeting place will be announced soon.  Please register by con-

tacting Vicki Standley at the church office, 377-4856 or email vicki@fumcmarion.org.

Pantry Partners
Pick up an extra can or two of food while at the grocery store to contribute to the Marion Food Pantry.

Bring to church any Sunday and put in the food carts near the doors.

Suggestion for January – Peanut Butter
Suggestion for February – Any kind of Soup

COMING IN FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 21

“For Christ’s Sake” Service
St. Paul’s UMC in Cedar Rapids   2:00-4:45pm Youth Event

Youth will be assembling UMCOR Health Kits to restock the warehouse after the earthquake in Haiti.
Watch for more information on how you can donate to this project.

5:30 PM Worship Service  

Sew Again in 2010
Is the cold weather keeping you inside?  Do you love to sew?  How about sewing tote bags to hold the
school supplies that will be collected in the fall for the Ingathering school kits?  The bags are cut, ends

serged and handles ironed — all ready for sewers to sew. Directions for sewing are easy to follow.  
Please contact Elaine Coppock, 395-9532, if interested in helping in this ministry.  

The 3rd Annual Souper Bowl will be held on Sunday, January
31, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We have changed the rules a bit this year. People will enter the
soups (no entry fee this year!!), and the soups are judged by
those that eat the soups.

We are taking entries from anybody who wants to enter a soup
until January 28, 2010. If you would like to enter a soup or chili,
please email your name, phone number and type of soup 
(chicken noodle, taco bean, white chili, red chili, etc.) to:
fumc.library@gmail.com. We will email a reminder to you the
Monday before the Souper Bowl with the time to have soups at
Fellowship Hall.

This is the only fundraiser for the Adult/Youth Library, and we
hope you will support us in this new style Souper Bowl. Please
contact Shelby Roth at 377-1077 (home), 389-5029 (cell) or at
the above email address if you have questions or need further
information.

Souper
Bowl is
January

31st



Thanks You
A note of thanks to let you know how much we appreciated the Christmas
cards that were sent to us from church members. Blessings to you all. 
– Nina Mayer and Loren McAllister

Thank you for making Christmas Merry for Marion Cares families.  With your
assistance, Marion Cares was able to provide for 31 families who are involved
in Txt Time or Lion’s Pride Homework Help. One grateful family said it best,
“Thanks for your generosity. We appreciate the gifts, as they were needs of our
family, not wants. We all believe that we were blessed and your organization
has helped us to believe. Thank you.” – Rev. Melisa Bracht-Wagner

Dear Friends of the Community Health Free Clinic, Your recent gift of $1500
is making an important difference in the lives of Clinic patients! During the
past 12 months, staff and volunteers have provided more than 46,000 services
to patients living in our communities. May God bless each of you for helping
us care for those in need of medical care. We are fortunate to have you as a
partner in our mission. – Darlene Schmidt, CEO/Clinic Executive Director 
and Lissa Novitch, Director of Development

Dear Friends at First United Methodist Church, Please accept my thank you 
on behalf of the Marion Churches Senior Living Community Foundation for
your check of $1500.  You donation is deeply appreciated! All our apartments
in the three buildings are occupied.  The Marion Churches Community Campus
(located on Hwy 13) is truly a jewel on the prairie. Thank you for your contin-
ued participation. – Karen Nielsen, MCSLCF Corresponding Secretary

Dear Friends, On behalf of Self-Help International, I want to thank you for
your 2009 Ingathering gift of $700 for our children’s feeding programs in
Nicaragua, Central America and Ghana, West Africa. We are especially grate-
ful for all who help us in our mission “To Help Others to Help Themselves”.

Our programs are going very well, both in terms of strength and expansion.
The children in Nicaragua are healthier and more active since Self-Help started
its program to alleviate malnutrition. The women’s micro-credit is benefiting
more than 500 hard working females who use their profits to improve life for
their families. And the farmers have gone from 15-20 bushels per acre of corn
to 50-75 bushels! Things are going well, thanks to people like you who
remember those less fortunate. Thank you for your gift and good health and
joy in 2010. – Sincerely, Mary Jo Hall, Self-Help International

Tax Preparation for Your 2009 
Tax Returns at Methodist Church
John Slusher will be volunteering again to do tax returns.  He will be doing
tax returns in the Methodist Church office basement on Thursday and Saturday
mornings starting January 30. John will also be doing tax returns at the library
in Hiawatha on Monday and Wednesday afternoons starting February 1. He is
doing this volunteer service as an AARP tax volunteer. You don’t have to be a
senior citizen or a member of this church to obtain his help. The returns will
be filed electronically for both the federal and state returns. 

Harold Cramer and Dave Van Gorp are also AARP tax volunteers and again
will be doing tax returns at the Methodist church office basement on Mondays
and on the 3rd floor on Tuesdays. They start working on Monday February 1.
So there are 4 days during the week that you can get help for filing your tax
returns at your church. 

Please make your appointment by calling HACAP at phone number 211.
Any of these 3 men can help you with your tax returns. 

Stewardship Corner
January 24
Greeters: 8:30 8th Ave Norma Jean Cole, Doris Hoth
12th St Paul & Ardyce Port
11:00 8th Ave Paula Fields
12th St Kurt & Terri Musser

Ushers: 8:30 Ken & Nancy Jolliffe, John & Louise Nieland
9:45 Pederson Family
11:00 Janeen Fink, Jean Hammill, Bill & Billie Werner 

Acolytes: 8:30 Logan Vance, Jacob Feller
11:00 Scott Mortensen, Sam Dwyer

January 31
Greeters: 8:30 8th Ave Ned & Connie Albert
12th St Gary & Betty Garthwaite
11:00 8th Kim Tchon
12th St Brad & Linda Peyton

Ushers: 8:30 Ken & Nancy Jolliffe, John & Louise Nieland
9:45 Pederson Family
11:00 Janeen Fink, Jean Hammill, Bill & Billie Werner 

Acolytes: 8:30 Brianna Dunkel, Dillon Fawcett
11:00 Nic Uhlir, Joe A’Hearn

UMM
United Methodist Men 
meet at 8:00am on the

2nd Saturday of each month for
breakfast and a meeting in
Fellowship Hall. 

UMW
Circles
January 26

Martha 1:30, Mr. Beans

January 28
Sowers
9:15am, Room 104 (note
change)

February 3
Sarah  9:15am, LLCC
Rebekah  1:15pm, LLCC

Women’s 
Friendship Group 
The Women’s Friendship Group
meets on the third Monday of
each month at the Pizza Ranch
in Marion at 11:00am. All single
women of FUMC who are inter-
ested in a time of good fellow-
ship and good food are invited
to attend at any time. Call Idella
Hogan, 377-1382, for more
information or with questions.

Caregiving Group
The Thursday Caregivers
Support Group Meetings will 
be held on the first and third
Thursdays at 1:30pm at Summit
Pointe Senior Living, just off of
29th Avenue in Marion.The
group will meet in their private
dining room. Meetings begin at
1:30 and end at 3:00pm. Respite
care will be offering for loved
ones. 

Join us for support, prayer,
information, and free respite. If
you have a question, call Vicki
Standley at the church office,
377-4856.

LECTIONARY
READINGS

January 24, 2010
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Luke 4:14-21

January 31, 2010
Jeremiah 1:4-10

Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Luke 4:21-30

Attention all friendly, happy, helpful people:
We are looking for individuals, couples or families to help usher, especially for the 9:45 service.  
If this is something you would love to do at our 8:30, 9:45 or 11:00 services, please talk to Karen
email Karen@fumcmarion.org or call 377-4856

Mission News
Mature Mission Minded
Adults are going to the
Midwest Mission Center March
7-10, 2010. There are 8 open
spots on the 16 member team.
We will need to fill these spots
by January 31st in order to
secure these spots. Any 
person interested contact
Pastor Nathan by email at
nathan@fumcmarion.org.

Altar Flowers
Honor a loved one or com-
memorate a special day in
your family by placing flowers
on the altar any Sunday. The
2010 flower chart is posted 
by the Chapel. Cost is $25.
Contact the church office, 
377-4856, with details. Take
the flowers home after the
11:00 service to enjoy.

Televised
Services
Mediacom is televising our
church services on Monday
evenings at 7:00pm on
Mediacom Channel 18.

Many Ways 
to Give
Here at FUMC, there are many
ways to give your offering. The
well known route is through the
offering plate during worship.
However, you are also able to
give to the General Budget, 
Capital Campaign, and
Foundation via automatic 
withdrawal and online. If you are
interested in giving using these
electronic routes, please call
Craig at the church office or at 
craig@fumcmarion.org.

Designation 
of Funds
In order to make sure that your
offering to FUMC is appropriately
accounted for based on your
intentions, please place in the
memo line of the check or on the
offering envelope where the funds
are to go.  Such as Building fund,
Foundation, Friendship fund, etc. 
If there is nothing written, it will
be placed in the general operating
budget.



The Marion Methodist 
deadline schedule
Deadline dates for the next issue of the Marion
Methodist is on WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
by NOON. This issue will cover from Feb 21-
March 6, 2010. Emails are appreciated and 
can be sent to norma@fumcmarion.org
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FEBRUARY 8

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

6:15p Daycare Board
(Room 106) 

7:00p Small Group -
Labs (Rm 105)

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

FEBRUARY 9

8:00a Tax Prep
(Carnegie -
ULCC) 

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL) 

1:30p Bible Study
(Room 105) 

6:45p Touch of Brass 

FEBRUARY 10

8:00a Quilters (Room 104)  
9:30a Susanna Circle (Carnegie - LL) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
6:00p Bible Study (Chapel) 
6:00p Small Group - Fawcett 

(Room 106)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth) 
6:30p Powerhouse Classes 
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 
9:00p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor's Office) 

FEBRUARY 11

6:00a Men’s Bible
Study
(Fellowship
Hall)

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:30a Wesleyan Circle
(Adult Library) 

9:30a Needle
Designers Circle
(Carnegie - LL)   

FEBRUARY 12

6:00a Men’s Fraternity
(Fellowship
Hall) 

FEBRUARY 7

Communion Sunday
7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for 

All Ages 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL)
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30p Praise One Practice

(Sanctuary)
1:00p Puppets - Troupes I & II 
1:30p Library Board (Adult

Library) 
2:00p Joyful Noise 
2:00p Puppets - Troupe II 
3:00p Jubilation 
4:00p Bell Canto 
4:00p Girl Scouts (Rm 303/305)
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - UL & LL) 

FEBRUARY 20

8:00a Emmaus -
Women
(Carnegie - UL) 

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:00a Girl Scouts
(Fellowship
Hall) 

Wedding -
Lisa Forquer/
Richard Kibitewski 

FEBRUARY 15

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL)

8:30a Caring Corner
(Fellowship Hall) 

6:00p Joint Committee
Chairpersons
(Carnegie -
Pastor's Office) 

6:30p Trustees
(Carnegie - LL) 

6:30p SPRC (Carnegie
- Pastor's Office) 

6:30p Finance
(Carnegie - UL) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

7:00p Veterans Group
(Adult Library) 

8:00p Church Council
(Chapel)  

FEBRUARY 16

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie -
ULCC)

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

1:30p Bible Study
(Room 105)  

6:45p Touch of Brass 

FEBRUARY 17

Ash Wednesday
8:00a Quilters (Room 104)  
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
6:00p Small Group - Fawcett 

(Room 106)
6:00p Bible Study (Chapel) 
6:30p Ash Wednesday Service
6:30p Powerhouse Classes 
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 
9:00p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor’s Office)  

FEBRUARY 18

6:00a Men’s Bible
Study
(Fellowship
Hall)

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL)

9:00a TMC (Adult
Library) 

1:30p Page Turners
Circle (Adult
Library) 

1:30p Caregivers @
Summit Pointe

6:00p Girl Scouts
(Room 104)    

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

FEBRUARY 13

8:00am Emmaus 
8:00a Tax Preparation

(Carnegie - LL) 
8:00a UMM

(Fellowship
Hall) 

7:00p FUMC 500 
Card Club
(Carnegie - LL)    

FEBRUARY 19

6:00a Men's Fraternity
(Fellowship Hall) 

6:00p Wedding
Rehearsal -
Forquer/
Kibitewski   

Church Information
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Corner  of  12th Street and 8th Avenue 377-4252
Church Office, 1298 7th Avenue
Marion, Iowa 52302 Caring Corner
Office 377-4856 377-8490

Staff
Pastor Mike Morgan

mike@fumcmarion.org
Pastor of Youth and Mission, Nathan Richardson

nathan@fumcmarion.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Vicki Standley
vicki@fumcmarion.org

Business Administrator, Craig Liscum
craig@fumcmarion.org

Membership Assimilation, Karen Schmitz
karen@fumcmarion.org

Editor, Norma Swift
norma@fumcmarion.org

Director of Children’s Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Val Lawrence

Val@fumcmarion.org

Director of Adult Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Jon Moss 

jonmoss@fumcmarion.org
Director of Music, Mike Ransom

mikeransom@fumcmarion.org
Organist/Keyboardist, Diane Beach

diane@fumcmarion.org
Handbell Choir Directors, Mary Lee Parks

marylee@fumcmarion.org
and Angie Moss

Children’s Choir Director, Angie Moss
Youth Worship and Outreach Leader, Matt German

matt@fumcmarion.org

Caring Corner Daycare Director, Dawn Blair
dawn@fumcmarion.org

Food Service Manager, Kathy Scritchfield
Custodian, Ardyce Port

ardyce@fumcmarion.org
Assistant Custodian, Alan Arduser

alan@fumcmarion.org
Maintenance, Leon Smock

lsmock@fumcmarion.org

FEBRUARY 14

7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for All

Ages 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL) 
10:00a Souper Bowl (Fellowship

Hall) 
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30p Praise One Practice

(Sanctuary)
1:00p Puppets - Troupes I & II  
1:30p Library Board (Adult

Library)
2:00p Joyful Noise
2:00p Puppets - Troupe II  
3:00p Jubilation  
4:00p Bell Canto 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - UL) 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - LL) 
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BIRTH: Jan 23, Rylan Ruppert Parcher,
son of Cassie Ruppert & Jesse Parcher.
Grandparents are Jennifer Ruppert and 
Tim Ruppert.

BAPTISMS: Jan 31, 8:30am Cadence
Elizabeth Poston, daughter of Sean & Kim
Poston, 9:45am  Montana Viola & Charles
Alroy Zirkelbach, children of Austin &
Ruthie Zirkelbach, 11:00am Evan Allen
Burns, son of Ryan & Shelly Burns

DEATHS: Jan 15, Marcella Wiles, mother
of Linda Wiles (Mike Quist). Jan 19
Kathleen Van Sant, mother of Karen (Mike)
Ransom. Jan 20, Jack Butler. Jan 24, John
Couser, husband of Pam Couser.

You’re invited to join us at
“Carnegie Corner” any Tuesday

morning from 9:00-11:00am.
We play 

cards & games:
500, Bridge (some weeks)

Dominoes & Table
Games

Coffee
Refreshments

Devotions

Contact Myrna Carter 
or Sherry Murray for 

more information.

While this group is geared toward our 
Senior Citizens, anyone is welcome to attend 

at anytime. We occasionally have potlucks 
and take short trips also.

Using the Computer to
search for:
• Christian websites
• Hearing the Bible
• Reading Large print

scriptures
• Finding & Playing

hymns
• FUMC website
• How to use free clipart
• Making greeting cards
• And more!


