
If Easter signifies more than bunnies, brightly colored
eggs and new clothes... hard questions must be
answered. Palm Sunday, the last supper, Jesus praying
in the garden, his arrest, the appalling crucifixion and
the resurrection has to be more than just an annual
story… doesn't it? This year’s Oscar winning movie
may be compelling drama but would you see it every
year? I think not. So how does Easter help us find real
answers for our Monday morning problems?

Maybe it would help to remember the followers of
Jesus as they removed his lifeless body from the cross
and laid it in a borrowed tomb. For three years their
lives had meaning and purpose. Once, they were
preparing for a “New Kingdom” and Christ would be
their Messiah. Now, they were holed up like fright-
ened rabbits awaiting the strike of hungry predators.
Confused, grief-stricken and deeply troubled the disci-
ples faced a Monday morning filled only with despair.

But Easter morning would bring about a dramatic
transformation…

“Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawn-
ing, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to
see the tomb. Suddenly there was a great earthquake,
because an angel of the Lord came down from heaven
and rolled aside the stone and sat on it. His face shone
like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow.
The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and
they fell into a dead faint. Then the angel spoke to the
women. “’Don't be afraid!” he said. “I know you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn't here! He
has been raised from the dead, just as he said would

happen. Come, see where his body was lying. And
now, go quickly and tell his disciples he has been
raised from the dead…’” (Matthew 28:1-7)

Jesus was alive! The disciples could restore their 
broken dreams and continue preparations for a “New
Kingdom.” Christ was their Messiah after all. No
longer would they be frightened rabbits. The now bold
followers of Jesus would launch a movement that
would change the world. “Hear the Good News!
Jesus Christ has defeated death and offers eternal
life to all who believe.”

Because Jesus is alive, Easter is never simply a story.
Easter is a testimony of faith offering continual guid-
ance and courage to deal with Monday morning deci-
sions we all face. Most of all… Easter is the promise
of living hope that will enable us to cope with disap-
pointment and tragedy. Share this truth with someone
and ask him/her to join you in celebrating the resur-
rection of Christ on Sunday morning. 

Happy Easter! Jesus Christ is alive! Bet your eternal
life on it!

Rev. Mike

Easter Faith
PASTOR MIKE MORGAN

First United Methodist
Church of Marion
12th Street & 8th Avenue

Sunday Worship – 
7:45am

Early Worship – Chapel
8:30am

Spirited Traditional – Sanctuary
9:45am

Two Songs & A Sermon – Sanctuary
Church School for children and adults

11:00am
Blended Praise – Sanctuary
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Committees
at a Glance

March 12
7:00pm

Daycare Board, Room 106

Join Us for
Easter
Sunday
Services

Sunrise Service led by
our youth at 7:00am

Traditional Easter
Services in the

Sanctuary at 8:30,
9:45, 11:00am

Sunday School for 
all ages at 9:45am

Idea:
Teaching 
for a New Age

April 4 Teaching Transformation Luke 7:1-17
April 11 Guest Preacher Scott Hibben NCD Coach

Our Congregation’s “coach”
is Coming

For a year our Church has been involved in the Natural Church Development process. We
have worked to improve our Passionate Spirituality and April 11th our “coach” Scott Hibben
is coming to speak to us. Please make every effort to attend worship that weekend as Scott
brings his Spirit filled, potent style of preaching and leadership to the FUMC pulpit.

Beginning in July of 2007, Scott became our Conference Leadership Development Minister
for Evangelism and New Ministry. For eighteen years Scott served as the planter and then
senior pastor of Oakwood UMC in Pleasant Hill, growing that congregation to an average
worship attendance of over 700. Prior to that he served churches in Iowa — each of which

grew in ministry, membership, and worship attendance under his leadership, don’t miss his preaching.

Scott is married to his wife, Bess. They have four (great) children and two absolutely (WONDERFUL) 
grandchildren, Mac (3) and Grace (six months)!

Welcome to our New Members who joined our church on March 28.
Bruce and Tracie Abkes, Bill and Lorie Bramley, Nick Dighton and Lisa Bolin,
Kurt and Joan Feller (Zach & Jacob) and Mike and Kelly Kray (Gage & Leah)

 



Visit our website at

www.fumcmarion.org
for information about the church, current 
activities, organizations, newsletter, etc.

Articles for the newsletter can be submitted 
by email to norma@fumcmarion.org.

New Marriage Essentials Class
Starts Sunday, April 11, in Room 106 
from 10:45 AM – Noon

This new class covers some basic marriage
topics that all good marriages need.  If you
are an engaged couple or are a newly mar-
ried couple, you will enjoy and learn from
this class.  We are committed to helping
you build a strong, healthy and happy mar-
riage. Some of the topics that will be cov-

ered in this six week class: Communication, Finances, Parents and
families, Faith, Leisure and work, Children

You can register for this class by calling Karen Schmitz at the
church office, 377-4856, emailing karen@fumcmarion.org or indi-
cating your interest on the yellow attendance card in the pew on
Sunday. This will help us in planning for needed materials.

How to be a 
Healthier You!
If you have a chronic illness, or are caring for someone who does,
this is an opportunity you don’t want to miss. Beginning
Thursday, April 15, FUMC will be hosting a Healthy Living
with a Chronic Condition Self-Management program. The pro-
gram will meet every Thursday afternoon from 1:00 to 3:30 pm
and will run for 6 weeks. The class will be led by trained volun-
teers from St. Luke’s hospital and will meet in Room 104.

The goal of the program is to achieve the greatest possible physical
capability and pleasure from life. You will learn to successfully:
•  Manage your symptoms
•  Fight fatigue – making your daily tasks easier
•  Breathe better
•  Reduce stress and anxiety
•  Take back control of your condition
•  Communicate better with your healthcare team

Registrations are requested, so call Vicki at 377-4856, or email
vicki@fumcmarion.org for more information. There is a $20 fee
for the class which covers materials, but can be waived if neces-
sary. It is also waived for anyone who has already taken the class
but would like to go through it again as a refresher.

Fly News
God blessed the Linn-Mar Spring Break with wonderful weather.  
Here are some Fun FLY Facts:
790 Lunches and 60 Take-home bags were served by 144 volun-
teers with 6 congregations participating.

The interesting news is we added a site mid week just to see what
would happen.  This site is connected to the Marion Cares
Ministry.  On Wednesday we had 22 and ended with 38 on Friday.  

A Huge thank you to Mike Byerly who served as FLY intern.  We
welcome Abby Martin as the FLY intern this summer.

Did you know we are up to 12 sites this summer, which includes 3
school reading programs?

If we anticipate 400 sandwiches a day, we could serve over 20,000
sandwiches this summer.

Translated into volunteers means we need 36 volunteers a day.

Sign up for summer FLY volunteering will begin the first of May.
We are encouraging congregations to select a day of FLY.  Please
pass the word along to your friends, clubs, and small groups.

Thanks again,
Melisa, Mike Byerly, and Nathan
Nathan Richardson - First United Methodist Church
Melisa Bracht-Wagner - Marion Cares
fly@fumcmarion.org

Where are you getting connected?
We fellowship through games and activities

We grow as we dig into God’s Word
We connect with one another 

and with God!!

Wednesdays
Elementary kids: 

6:15 – 7:30pm  Room 303/305
Preschool kids:  

6:30 – 7:30pm  Room 206

What is up
for April?

APRIL 7 & 14
God is WOW!!!

APRIL 21
Power Praise Night  

APRIL 28
FAMILY NIGHT

Watch for details!!

3RD, 4TH & 5TH GRADERS…
Mark your calendars, 

Call your friends
Join us for a

Sunday, April 25
5:30 – 7:00pm

It’s Food, Fun & Fellowship!!!
Don’t miss it!

Questions? Call Val at 373-8623 or
val@fumcmarion.org

Youth
Mission Trip 
July 25-31 to Cincinnati, OH 

Cost will be $250 plus travel. 
Space is limited to 15 people. 

So sign up with Pastor Nathan ASAP.
Open to both Jr High and 

Sr High students. 

Hi Ho Mateys!!!
Plan to join us this summer

June 14–19 
Vacation

Bible School 
It’s going to be quite an 
adventure and we need

YOUR HELP!!!

Start setting aside your 
nautical gear – we’ll need:

• Barrels & crates
• Ships wheel

• Captains & sailors hats
• Fish nets

• Life preservers
• Anchors

• And any other nautical stuff
you can loan us.

We also need to get our crew
filled: Can you help teach? 

Lead a crew? Help with 
decorations?

Let us know what you are 
willing to do and will we find a

place for you on our crew!!

Val at 651-6595 or 
val@fumcmarion.org

An FUMC Emmaus
Gathering

A gathering of people
from Marion First
United Methodist
church who completed

the Walk to Emmaus will be held
on Saturday, April 17, 2010 from
6:30 – 8:00PM in Fellowship Hall. 

This will be a good time of
music, worship, and celebration for
our Emmaus community and the
members of our church family who
recently completed the Walk to
Emmaus.  Please mark your calen-
dar and plan to attend.

If you have not been on a Walk
to Emmaus and would like to know
about this weekend retreat, please
contact Jon Moss at
jonmoss@fumcmarion.org

Spring Clean
Up Day

April 24 from 8am – Noon
Keep your eyes open

for sign ups



Thank Yous
Darrel and I would like to thank our church family for the many acts of concern and kindness
shown us the past three months.  The cards, phone calls, visits and food were very much appre-
ciated.  I personally would like to thank my “3 special angels” for their help while Darrel was
hospitalized: Barb Campbell for being my ‘chauffeur’ when I needed transportation; Mary Lee
Parks for shoveling in the early am and keeping me company watching Hawkeye basketball and
Vicki Standley for her phone calls, visits and noteworthy words of encouragement. Through
your prayers, God’s healing is working for us – if only it could be a little faster. – In Christian
Love, Elaine and Darrel Andre

Dear FUMC family, Thank you so much for the ongoing love and support since my husband,
John’s sudden passing in January. I appreciate Pastor Mike’s support that tragic night and help-
ing my in-laws, sisters and me prepare for visitation, the funeral and the approaching inurnment
at Cedar Memorial. I also appreciate Vicki’s ongoing support with being a listening ear, deliver-
ing a much needed prayer shawl and helping me return to feeling alive again with GriefShare.
Again, church family, thank you for the hundreds of prayers, cards, hugs, food, phone calls, etc
that I have received. – May God richly bless you all, Pam Couser

Thank you to all who visited Agnes at Garnett Place, when she was in the hospital and also once
she was at Linn Manor Care Center. She enjoyed those visits and appreciated them all.  Thank
you so much to all that came to the visitation, sent cards or offered condolences after her death.
This meant a lot.  A special thank you to Vicki for doing the service. Vicki, you did a great job.
– The Garthwaite Family

Thank you to everyone who returned their pink “How Can I Serve?” booklet.  The response was
great!  It’s exciting to see many people trying new ministries.  Everything that each of you do to
serve God by serving others makes our church and our community stronger.

Dear Marion First UM congregation, Thank you so much for your generous donation of about
100 new bandanas! It will be so awesome for us to actually have enough that we don’t have to
move them from place to place for our various activities.  They will be used for many different
things, but the main activity we use them for is a Faith Journey Trust Trail where kids are blind-
folded and follow a string through the woods. They encounter various stumbling blocks along
the way and have to trust God to help them through just like we do in our faith journey. It is
through the generosity of donors such as you that we are able to enhance the ministry at
Pictured Rocks Camp.

Pictured Rocks UM Camp has had 250+ campers every year for the past three years. We hope
to continually increase the number of campers that come experience God’s love and grow in
relationship with Jesus Christ. With your continued partnership of prayers, presence, gifts and
service, God’s ministry can grow and help change people’s lives in this setting and strengthen
congregations in their hometowns. – In Christ, Gary Wilson, Site Director, Pictured Rocks Camp

Stewardship Corner
April 4, 2010 Easter Sunday
Greeters: 8:30 8th Ave Neil & Eula Wood
12th St Mortensen Family
11:00 8th Ave Janice Vogel
12th St Jack & Shirley Cromer

Ushers: 8:30 John & Louise Nieland, Don & Joyce Haugen
9:45 Paul & Erin Wittkowski, Mitch Estling & Rhonda Butler
11:00 Eric Brown

Acolytes: 8:30 Zach Frantz, Sam Dwyer
11:00 Logan Vance, Jacob Feller

April 11, 2010

Greeters: 8:30 8th Ave Leon & Leah Smock
12th St Hoefle Family
11:00 8th Lyle Hughes
12th St McNeil Family

Ushers: 8:30 John & Louise Nieland, Don & Joyce Haugen
9:45 Paul & Erin Wittkowski, Mitch Estling & Rhonda Butler
11:00 Eric Brown

Acolytes: 8:30 Zach Frantz, Sam Dwyer
11:00 Logan Vance, Jacob Feller

UMM
April 10 at 8:00am 

Breakfast and Meeting in
Fellowship Hall.

UMW
Circles
April 7

Sarah at 9:15am, LLCC
Miriam at 1:00pm, Barb Campbell’s
2090 Stratford Dr, 377-4208
Rebekah at 1:15pm, LLCC

April 8
Needle Designers at 9:30am, ULCC
Wesleyan at 9:30am, Adult Library
Joyful Cooks at 6:30pm, Julie Bliss
256 Windsor Dr NE, 377-8110

April 14
Susanna at 9:30am, LLCC
Mary at 1:00pm, Barb Marcus’
3025 Yorkshire Dr NE, CR, 364-5891

April 15
The Page Turners at 1:30pm, Adult
Library 

Women’s 
Friendship Group 
The Women’s Friendship Group
meets on the third Monday of each
month at the Pizza Ranch in Marion
at 11:00am. All single women of
FUMC who are interested in a time
of good fellowship and good food
are invited to attend at any time.
Call Idella Hogan, 377-1382, for
more information or with questions.

Winners of the
UMW Reading
Program!
Jeri Bunting and Virginia Goehring
are the winners of the UMW Read-
ing Program contest. They will each
receive a free ticket to the May 1
Spring Brunch. If you have read a
book from the reading list, you are
one-fourth of the way to complet-
ing Plan 1 of this year's Reading
Program.  Keep reading, ladies!
Let's have a good number of you
complete the program this year.

Televised Services
Mediacom is televising our church
services on Monday evenings at
7:00pm on Mediacom Channel 18.

LECTIONARY
READINGS
Easter Sunday

April 4, 2010 
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26

John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

April 11, 2010
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 150

Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Attention all friendly, happy, helpful people:
We are looking for individuals, couples or families to help usher, especially for the 9:45 service.  
If this is something you would love to do at our 8:30, 9:45 or 11:00 services, please talk to Karen
email Karen@fumcmarion.org or call 377-4856

Pantry Partners
Continue
Pick up an extra can or two of
food while at the grocery store to
contribute to the Marion Food
Pantry. Bring to church any
Sunday and put in the food 
carts near the doors.
Suggestion for April is 
Canned Fruit.

Caregiving Group
The Thursday Caregivers Support
Group Meetings will be held on
the first and third Thursdays at
1:30pm at Summit Pointe Senior
Living, just off of 29th Avenue 
in Marion. The group will meet 
in their private dining room.
Meetings begin at 1:30 and end
at 3:00pm. Respite care will be
offering for loved ones. 

Join us for support, prayer,
information, and free respite. If
you have a question, call Vicki
Standley at the church office,
377-4856.

Aid to Women
Aid to Women is looking for a
volunteer to teach an ESL
(English as a second language)
class on Wednesdays from 4-5
p.m.  We have all the materials
needed for working with this
eager and interesting group of
ladies. Please contact Linda
Drzycimski if you’re interested 
at 364-8967.

Congratulations!
Happy 95th Birthday to 

Rita Koeppen 
on April 6!

You are invited to join 
former pastor 

Stanley Wierson 
on Sunday, April 11, 2010
from 2-4pm in celebrating 

his 73rd birthday at 
Summit Pointe located at 
3505 English Glen Avenue 

in Marion.

American Cancer Society - I Can Cope
An educational program for cancer patients, their families and friends.

Relieving Cancer Pain – Mindy Martin, ARNP
Date: Thursday, April 8, 2010 from 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Place:  Hall Radiation Center Conference Room
603 10th St SE, Cedar Rapids, IA  52403

(Please enter through Mercy Medical Center’s Hallmar entrance)    
This program is open to everyone and is FREE of charge.

Pre-register by calling 319.861.7791 - refreshments served.
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APRIL 5

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

APRIL 6

8:00a Tax Prep
(Carnegie -
ULCC) 

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL) 

1:30p Bible Study
(Room 105) 

6:45p Touch of Brass 

APRIL 7

8:00a Quilters (Room 104)  
9:15a Sarah Circle (Carnegie - LL)
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
6:00p Small Group - Fawcett 

(Room 106)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth)
6:30p Powerhouse Classes 
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 
9:00p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor's Office) 

APRIL 8

6:00a Men’s Bible
Study
(Fellowship
Hall)

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:30a Needle
Designers Circle
(Carnegie - LL) 

9:30a Wesleyan Circle
(Adult Library)  

7:00p Building
Committee
Interviews
(Room 105)    

APRIL 9

6:00p Wedding
Rehearsal -
Bolin/Dighton 

APRIL 4

Easter
7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Griefshare (Room 105)
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for All Ages
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL)
9:45a Student Leadership

Class (Flood Office UL) 
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30p Praise One Practice

(Sanctuary)
1:30p Library Board (Adult Lib) 
2:00p Joyful Noise 
3:00p Jubilation 
4:00p Bell Canto 
4:00p Girl Scouts (Rm 303/305)
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - UL & LL) 

APRIL 17

Wedding - Kristina
Baughman/Aaron
Austin (Sanctuary) 
6:30p Emmaus

(Fellowship
Hall) 

APRIL 12

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

7:00p Daycare Board
(Room 106) 

7:00p Boy Scouts
(Fellowship Hall) 

7:00p Small Group -
Labs (Room
105) 

APRIL 13

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie -
ULCC)

9:00a Carnegie Corner
(Carnegie - LL)

1:30p Bible Study
(Room 105)  

6:45p Touch of Brass 

APRIL 14

8:00a Quilters (Room 104)  
9:30a Susanna Circle (Carnegie - LL) 
5:00p Adult Praise Team Practice

(Sanctuary)
6:00p Small Group - Fawcett 

(Room 106)
6:15p Junior High Youth Group

(Carnegie - Youth)
6:30p Powerhouse Classes 
6:30p Chancel Choir Practice 

(Choir Room) 
7:30p Senior High 
8:00p AA Support Group 

(Adult Library) 
9:00p 12th Grade Bible Study

(Carnegie - Pastor's Office) 

APRIL 15

6:00a Men’s Bible Stdy
(Fellowship
Hall)

8:00a NACBA Meeting 
8:00a Tax Preparation

(Carnegie - LL)
9:00a TMC (Adult

Library) 
1:00p Chronic Health

Management
Class (Room
104) 

1:30p Page Turners
Circle (Adult
Library) 

1:30p Caregivers @
Summit Pointe 

6:00p Girl Scouts
(Room 104)

7:00p Building
Committee
Interviews
(Room 105) 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYSUNDAY

APRIL 10

8:00a Tax Preparation
(Carnegie - LL) 

8:00a UMM (Fellowship
Hall) 

3:00p Wedding - Lisa
Bolin/Nick Dighton
(Chapel) 

4:00p Wedding
Reception
(Fellowship Hall) 

7:00p FUMC 500 Card
Club (Carnegie -
LL)  

APRIL 16

7:30a Caring Corner
picture day
(Room 105)  

6:00p Wedding
Rehearsal -
Baughman/
Austin
(Sanctuary)  

Church Information
First United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall
Corner  of  12th Street and 8th Avenue 377-4252
Church Office, 1298 7th Avenue
Marion, Iowa 52302 Caring Corner
Office 377-4856 377-8490

Staff
Pastor Mike Morgan

mike@fumcmarion.org
Pastor of Youth and Mission, Nathan Richardson

nathan@fumcmarion.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Vicki Standley
vicki@fumcmarion.org

Business Administrator, Craig Liscum
craig@fumcmarion.org

Membership Assimilation, Karen Schmitz
karen@fumcmarion.org

Editor, Norma Swift
norma@fumcmarion.org

Director of Children’s Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Val Lawrence

Val@fumcmarion.org

Director of Adult Christian Education 
& Discipleship, Jon Moss 

jonmoss@fumcmarion.org
Director of Music, Mike Ransom

mikeransom@fumcmarion.org
Organist/Keyboardist, Diane Beach

diane@fumcmarion.org
Handbell Choir Directors, Mary Lee Parks

marylee@fumcmarion.org
and Angie Moss amoss@fumcmarion.org

Children’s Choir Director, Angie Moss
Youth Worship and Outreach Leader, Matt German

matt@fumcmarion.org

Caring Corner Daycare Director, Dawn Blair
dawn@fumcmarion.org

Food Service Manager, Kathy Scritchfield
Custodian, Ardyce Port

ardyce@fumcmarion.org
Assistant Custodian, Alan Arduser

alan@fumcmarion.org
Maintenance, Leon Smock

lsmock@fumcmarion.org

APRIL 11

7:45a Worship (Chapel) 
8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45a Worship-Two Songs & 

A Sermon (Sanctuary) 
9:45a Church School for All Ages 
9:45a Praise Team Practice

(Carnegie - UL)
9:45a Griefshare (Room 105)
9:45a Student Leadership

Class (Flood Office UL)
11:00a Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30p Praise One Practice

(Sanctuary)
1:30p Library Board (Adult Lib) 
2:00p Joyful Noise 
3:00p Jubilation 
4:00p Bell Canto 
5:00p Friendship Ministry

(Carnegie - UL & LL) 
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BAPTISMS: March 28, Thomas Daniel
Dickinson, son of Bill & Julie Dickinson,
March 28, Arabella Grace Bennett, daughter 
of Tim & Sarah Bennett. 

BIRTHS: Mar 5, Marin Riley Schlamp,
daughter of Jason & Tami Schlamp.
Grandparents are Bruce & Mary Taylor.
Mar 16, Rachel Leigh Horton, daughter of
Brad & Jen Horton.

DEATH: Mar 18, Paul Pate, Sr, family 
members include his wife, Velma and son Paul,
Jr (Jane) and grandchildren.

You’re invited to join us at
“Carnegie Corner” any Tuesday

morning from 9:00-11:00am.
We play 

cards & games:
500, Bridge (some weeks)

Dominoes & Table
Games

Coffee
Refreshments

Devotions

Contact Myrna Carter 
or Sherry Murray for 

more information.

While this group is geared toward our 
Senior Citizens, anyone is welcome to attend 

at anytime. We occasionally have potlucks 
and take short trips also.

Using the Computer to
search for:
• Christian websites
• Hearing the Bible
• Reading Large print

scriptures
• Finding & Playing

hymns
• FUMC website
• How to use free clipart
• Making greeting cards
• And more!

The Marion Methodist 
deadline schedule
Deadline dates for the next issue of the
Marion Methodist is on WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 7 by NOON. This issue will cover
from April 18 through May 1, 2010. 
Emails are appreciated and can be sent
to norma@fumcmarion.org


